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FOREWORD

Fifty years ago is, to a child "ages ago!®., To
they young man, it is "before ny time", To the man of
60, 1t 1s "Back during my childhood”. But to the man
of 75 and beyond ~ "I remember it well., It happened just
fifty years ago, in 1910"., So it's Just & matter -of
point of view,

Certainly no one, William D, Boyce least of all,
could foresee, in 1910, that the orgenization for which
he was preparing en application for incorporation, would
blossom and grow in fifty short years, to a membership
of 4,700,000 boys and leanders -- snd that, during those
same fifty years, 34 million persons would have en joyed
and benefited from such membership. Even less would
anyone have suspected that this new "baby" would have
an lmpact on Americen life, second only to that of the
church. ‘

All this, Just fifty years ago!

Fifty years ago, south Florida was & lsnd of tan-
gled Jjungle, pine forests, vast swamps and scrub ralmetto
savammahs. Its chief inhatitants were alligators, coral
and rattlesnakes end moccasins, plus a tremendous variety
of birds. The abundant animal life included renther,
wild cats and great numbers of deer.

Bands of Seminole Indians mede their home in the
vast reaches of the Evergledes, but of white persons thers
were few, The first hardy pioneers had come to South
Floride in the 1840%sz and 50%s and had settled in smell
villages that were to bscome Manatee (present Bradenton),
Sarasota and Fort Myers. Even in 1910, Bradenton, in-
cluding Manatee, haed a populstion of but 2,874 persons;
Serasota had 840 and Fort Myers, 2,463,

These, together with Arcadia, Punté.Gorda end Naples,
were not only small, they were difficult to get to. There
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wag nelther rellrood nor highwey to link thea together,
Brodenton and Serasoto were a little better off then the
others for they 418 heve acoess to each other by means
of o reilway put through in about 1903, @and e ssnd rosd
thet wound through the pine-lapd, _

The bullding of the 26l-mile Temleml Trail souty and
east {rom Tampa to Miemi changed thls whole pleoture, It .
was soveral yeers in the construction stage, TFeats of
enginscring nevar before ettaapted, were brought to
Succesaful conclusion. Creast sactlons of Everglades swamp,
hltherto unseen by white men, wero surveyed and dredged,
A aei type (for then) of ronc-layian equipment hed to be
deslgna for tils particulsr Jeow. iIt's wark scoomplished,
it 1s now on display ot Hoyel Poln Hamuook Btate Pork,
belwecn Haples and Everglades City,) :

The offlolel opening of the Temiemi Treil on April
28, 1928, brought greet celebration in every town through
whloh it pessed. The motorcade, headed by the Governor,
begen with a send-off banquet in Tampe. kvery villege
audded its delegstlon, as the group pesced throwrh, 50 when
- 4t reacled Wiaal, two deys later, soorer of cors ware in
thie pavade, '

The opening of the Trail eccomplished two purposes:
it linked two large citiea and, Just es fmportent, it
Lode possible friendly (and, at times, not o fricndly)
interchange vetween the villages and towns slong its rout 8¢

The Trall "dresmers" and planners, among them, Barron
C. Collier, could never even in thelr wildest imaginings,
have foresesn the growth of South Floridat's wecst cosst
thet thelr rood made possible, '

Now the motorist, hurtling south from Tanpa or St.
Yetersburg over the Temiemi Trail (U, S, Highwey L41) slows
for the towans of Palmetto and Bredenton, end the thriving
eity of Sarasote., Then comes op-the-Gulf Venice; then the
unbellevable Port Charlotte comaunity, so recently hascked
from the wilderness and elresdy numbering ssveral thousand
homes. Beyond that, sleepy Punta Gorde &nd then hustling
Fort Kyears; forty miles further and Naples, the rapidly-
growing communlity vhere more than seventy millioneires
maintaln Winter hames. Froa Naples tho Trail curves south-
cestward through the 'Gledes to Miemi,

Thls motorist, in the Suumer segson, will make the

2.
el

Tompo=iilesd run in ea emsy eicht houra; in the Winter tourist

senson, however, the seme trip may require ss much a9
twelve hours,



If he can overcome his impatiecnce et the congested,
slow-noving trefflo, he mey use the extra hours in cone
elderling the growth of this seotion of Floride during the

pest fifty years, and in speculetiang upon "“where 4o we go

from hers? What lles shecd in theo next fifty yeers?"

The writer hes been gatheriog naterial far this
"history"™ for o deceds, He hes spent most of his spare
time for the past four end & belf months in sorting end
cotaloglng 1t, consulting old reoords, reeding minutes
of mestings and interviewins former Scouts and Scouters.
The experlence has been both iatereating end rewerding,

It 1s hoped that tho render will find same degree
of plessure end Information froa this Ulebor of love" for
the Sunay Land Council,
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"BACK IN THE GOOD OLD DAYSE 1910 = 1925

How often the writer has hesrd, as he has talked with olde
time 8Bcouts and leaders, "Thoes were the good old days, You
don't do Scouting like that any more." We don't, and its a good
thing we don't. Possibly less adventurcus, Scouting is definitely
less dangerous now than then. Certainly a kindly Providence
protected the boys. Camping trips with rifles and shotguns, but
sans adult supervision, were common. A leader micht show up
sbout derk to stey overenight with the carpers; e did, na
gonerally left right efter breakfast to get back to his work.

On their own, the boys hunted, fished, ewam aend had a good time,
generally, :

I have befores me a copy of the first offiecisl handbook,
pubiished in 1910 by Doubleday, Page & Company. The title page
reads

BOY BC0UTS OF AMERICA
A HAXDBOOK
Wooderaft, Sooutgzé, and Life-craft
ERNEST THOMPSON SETON

with which 1s incorporated by arrangement

Genoral B3ir Robert "Baden~Powell's 2,

SCOUTING POR BOYS

This book was given to the Sunny Land Councll by 8e J.
Braymer, Bradenton. MNr. Braymer's date of bscoming a Scout, as
shown on the fly leaf, is September, 1910¢
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The National Council troop reglstration procedure
did not come into existence untll 1913, Several groups
of boys had organized previous to that time, however.

As nearly as can be determined, tho very first group
of Scouts in the territory now served by the Sunny Land
Council was the one in Bradenton of which Braymer was &
member. As mentioned above, it would appear that thls
troop came into existence in September, 1910, It met in
the o0ld, frame high schoocl that stood at the corner of
9th Avenue and 1llith Street, location of the present tourists'!.
. lawn-bowling courts. The Scoutmaster was & Mr. Maus.
Braymer is of the opinion that the troop did not last long,
and can recall no special activities.

Miss Eva Gates, Manatee County historlan, thinks that
there was a short=lived troop of Scouts in the village of
Manatee, orgenized in June of 19l1ll. L. P. White, an
Englishman and bridge~tender of the Palmetto-Manatee bridge,
was the Scoutmaster. Parents objected for some reason,
however, so the group disbanded.

First definite knowledge of a troop comes by way of
coples of three newspaper clippings from "The Arcadian"”
that were sent to the writer by Paul Kemp, Arcadia, who
was & member of the troop. These are most interesting.
The first tells of the organizing of the troop on July 1i,
1911, end gives the complete charter=membership roster.
The troop bore the number, 5044, &nd Ed Scott 1s named as
Scoutmaster. The second clipping is from "The Arcedian"
of January 12' 1912’ and the third, May 15 of that yesar.
These latter give the highly-entertaining detalls of two
carmping trigs which reslly must have been funi{ Kemp (signing
himself as "Gorporal, Bop White Patrol) wrote the three
articles and was certainly gifted when 1t came to meking
stories "live". :

The Scoutmaster, Ed Scott, must have been & remarkable .
man. Kemp, in sending his material, wrote the followling
(and this, some 45 years after he bacame a Boy Scout)s "I
would like to pay a tribute to our first Scoutmaster, Mr.
Ed Scott. He was a men with the necessary assets of a.good
Scoutmaster, and the attributes thet made him liked, admired
and respected by all types of boys. In additlion, he was
never too busy to tend to his Scout work, which he enjoyed ..
es much &s the boys, Such men as this are hard to finds o
He later became the first chairman of the Florida State :
Road Department and I belleve has & bridge named for hinm,
somewhere in north Florida." - ’
There is no information ae to how long this Arcedia
troop lasted. A yellowed, mimcographed sheet of about 1926
or 127 %"vintaze" calls upon men and boxs there to join in
organizing & troop to be known as the "Ed Scott Troop" in



RIRST TROOP IN THR TERRITORY OF TR SﬁNﬂY I.AYTD COUNCIL
Troop S0U)., Arcadia, Florida

Orgenized July 1L, 1911

Picture tarken on oaﬁping trip of Jamuery or May, 1912, to
Lemcn Bay. ) o

From-lelt bo richt: Penl Kemp, N4 Scott, Scoutniaster, Virgil
Xellom, raul Ley, Fletcher Smith, Ernest lloye, Lowndes
Treadiell, Unindentsfiad, Rov., Wduyrrd I, Loy, Sam Lawbon,
Marghall Dancey and Cakley Lanier,
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honor of "The late Mr. Ed Scott who pioneered Scouting in

DeSoto County end whose memory is revered by many business
men who were once his Scouts." - . :

The second troop of which we have definite knowledge was a
group organiged in Fort Myers on November 9, 191l. Rev A, M.
Hildebrand, rector of 8t. Luke's Eplscopal Church, was the
Scoutmaster. A4 photograph of this troop appears below,
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At least three other troops came into being in tha
years 1912-1l;, but there are few detaila. Sarasota's first
was one of which Clarence E. Hitchings was Scoutmsster and
CGeorge Thacker, Assistant, It was probably organized sbout =,
1913 or "1,  Incidentally, both of these gentlemen were
active in Scouting for many years. When the Sunny Land
Council was organized in 192¢(, Hitchings becamo its first
president. . . v
The widow of the late Rev. A. Cs K. Killeffoer, in a
~letter to the writer, states that he had a troop in his
Christ Episcopal Church, Bradenton, at some tims between
1911 and 191)44




Palmette, too, had an early troop, but former membors differ
ag to the exact date. William Snyder thinks that it was
orgenized about 191l and hed ten or twelve members, with
Virgll willis es Scoutmaster. dJohn F. Owen, who later be=
came en Assistant Scoutmaster, is of the opinion the troop
bezan in the Summer of 1912, Other members of the troop
still living in the area sre Lyman McLeod, Stuart Howge.and
John D. Stewart. The troop camped at Piney Point for a week
or so each Summer. It so0ld Liberty Bonds during World War I,
and disbanded in about 1919,

Incidentally, Wilbur ¢, Owen, John's older brother and
& member of this troop, became an Eagle Scout == probably
the firat in this Councilts territory,

Clyde Fenton, Bradenton, who was & Scout in 1917«18,
was & member of & troop which met in a wooden building on
the Methodist Churech grounds. The troop was probably sponsored
by the Methodist Church, Fenton has an old photograph of
several of the Scouts standing beforse a tent on the Court=-
house lawn, with a Liberty Loan posteres The tent was heade
quarters in a bond~selling campaign,

Fenton believes that e Lawton Moon was Scoutnaster,
early in 1917, and that he was later killed in action in
France. There were about 20 boys in the troop, snd they
camped, in the Summers of '17 and '18 on the Braden River
near Braden Castle. '

Roscoe Scott was Assistant Scoutmaster. Among the
boy-members were Bunis and Bill Rush and Dan Stewart, -

There were no othsr troops so far as Fenton can recall,
in Bradenton, Manatee or Palmetto at that time..

We have & copy of the application for charter of Troop
1, Punta Gorda, dated March 5, 1918, with some indication
that this 18 a charter renewal. Charles G. Cochran is
shown as Scoutmaster, with W, D. (%) Wilson as his pre-
decessor. Registration expirastion date is glven as December,
1918. It eppears that this trocp dropped at that tims,

To its successor, Trocp 5, Punta Gords, goes the honor
of belng the Sunny Land Gouncil's oldest troop in point of .
contluuous registration. It was organized in March, 1920, ~ '

The Council's second-oldest troop is #1, Bradenton,
sponsored by the First Methodist Chureh. This was chartered
in June, 1921, with Rowlend Shannon &s Scoutmaster. (Many
years later, his son, Joseph, became Scoutmaster of Troop
I and Shannon served three terms as Council president,



Anong other troops in exlistence in the 1922-5 period
wore Troop I, Pelinetto, of which George Blekely wes Assistont
Booutmester, The letter then orgenized snother troop in
Peluetto and served as its Sooutmester from 1926 through
1932, He was later quite sctive in several other capt-
géties and wes one of the first recipients of the Silver

aver,

Herry C, Groff, Polmetto, wes snother of the "ploneers*,
He became Councll Coamlssloner in 1922 or %23, Ee relates
that signeling was a veryr eel activity in those deys,
The Scouts would prectice by sending mecsapges soross the
nile-wide Menatee River by wig-wag and semephore from &
roof-top In Pelmetto to & bullding roof in EBradenton,

Groff remembers & publicity stunt that was steged
during one Boy Soout Week., The meyor of Pelmetto sent a
messege of greeting to the mayor of Seresota, 15 mliles
d istant, by both Western Union end Boy Soouts., The latter,
using Scout's pace, bioycle and signel flags, delivered
%ﬁzir mesnsage jJust one enmi one-half minutes efter Western

on,.

- Le & fecture of 1925 Boy Soout Week, & group of Sarasota
and South Floride notebles were dbrought together for a
cereaoniel ot the bend-shell in Beyfront Perk., After being
taught the Tenderfoot knots, Oeth, law, salute, etoc., by

Boy Seouts, reglstration fees were collected and they were
organized es o troop. Scouts gave them thelr membership
cerds ené pinned on thelr Tenderfoot bedges,

Tac Ccuncll office hes severel photographs of this
affelr. Shown teklng pert ore John Ringling, partner in
Ringling Brothers circusj Prince Michael Centecuzene-
~perangsky, & Russlen mpjorepenersl in World Wer I; Albert
" Koller, Sarnsote winter visltor and msneging direstor of
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel ohnin; Andrew McAnsh, Chieaco cepi-
tellst; Semuel Gumpertz, enother capitalist and pert-owner
of Coney Islend; end several others,

The elght-county territory now embrescel by the Sunny
Land Council wes, until 1926, served by & council (now out
of existence) that hsd its hesdquarters in Lekelend., V.
Cerl Sullliven was the Scout Executive., It is about 250
miles "as the crow flies" from Lekeland to Everglades Clty, ..
southern-most comaunlty of the area. Roeds to large sections
were then non-exlstant., Coastsl stoamers were relied on

hesvily for transportetion in those early days.

Sulliven tells of a time when he was invited by Berron
G. Colller, a nember of the Netionel Council'e Execcutive
Boerd, to vislt the latter's Vinter hesdquarters in IEver-
gledes Cliy. Bulliven drove to Fort Myers snd there boarded
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a frelghter for the over-night trip to Everglades. With
Collier, his host, he spent three or four days et the
"swanky" Rod and Gun Club, orgenlizing a Soout troop and
training 1ts lesders. Collier hed a Model T Ford thereo
thrt he wanted to get back to Fort Myers, Sulliven offered
to drive it up over the uncompleted Temlismi Trail. The
80-0dd miles wore through renk jungle end swemp, Dredgling
and f1illing hed been ocompleted pesrt-wey, but much had
still been surveyed only,

It wes an Interesting trip!

On the night of December 1), 1925, a group of one
hunired actlive Scouters of Manntee apnd Serasotrs counties
net with Sullivan, Field Executive Trumen A, Horton, and
B, J. Mellen, o Deputy Reglonasl Executive, to see what
could be done sbout organizing a meparste council to serve
the counties of Manntee end Serssota, The lete Judge
#1llien T, Harrison served es ehsirman for the session that
met, following supper, in the Oeks Hotel, Palmetto,

After & presentatlion of the neel, 4t was unanimously
voted %0 epply for a charter, C. E., Hitchings, Sarasota,
wos elected president of the new ocouncil, George T. Blekely
of Pelmetto was nemed secretsry and S, H. Pifield, Breden-
ton, the treasurer. Vice-Presidents were Judge Harrison,
HMajor H. P, Munck, Bredenton, end ¥, G, Sparkman, Manstee,

The neme "Sunny Land Council®™ was edopted end Horton
was engeged as the cdouncilis first executive. A buldget
of $7,500.00 was set, with Serascte County to raise §3,500,00
and Manatee County $4,000,00,

Subsequently, & hesdquarters «fice was opened in the
HManetee Arcoede Building.

In tais same month of December, 1925, a similar group
of Soouters mst in Fort Myers for the purpose of organizing
a council tO serve the counties of Lee, Charlotte, Collier,
DeSoto, Gledes end Hendry. There 1s, unfortunately, no
definite record & this organizetion session. From the
aprlication for charter it is noted that AL, C. Williems,:
for many yesrs a maln~-stay in Scouting, ond of Fort Myers,
wes president; M. W, Horne, treesurer; Colin English, sec~-
retery; and John M, Danton, 8cout Executive, Vice-presie =,

- dents were J. N, Slkes, ¥, E, Dunwoody snd Walter S. Turner.

The neme of thls oouncil was to be "Royal Palm",

(The dedication page of the report given at the -
twenty-~L1fth ennual meeting of the Sunny Land Council, on
December 11, 1950, gives a coaplete list of the Scouters
for these two counclis for 1926, The report and the list
ere perts of the Board Mesetling minutes, )
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THZ NEW COUNCILS! FIRST TOIDLING STEPS « 1926-1929

There were, in 1926, eix Scout troops in the Royel
Palm ccunoil's territory; two 4in Fort dyers with Hacon
Go Willliums end Alton Moore s Scoutmesters; one each in
Boca Grande, Arcadie, Moore Hoven and Punte Gorde. Mrs.
¥+ B. (aupPont) Crowninshield, onec of the weslthiest women
ln the country end & Boce Granie Winter resicent, wes
nemed m8 the Sooutmester therel The Puata Gorde troop
is still in existence es this is written and is the Counclls
oldest troop. Williem Fersons wes Scoutmsster in 1926,

The cgouncil held its first cemp thst summer et
gin,eﬁ Polnt in Highlonis County, near the village of Lake
8¢ PY

On September 17, one of the most disastrous hurrie
canes in the histarér of the state ripped through South
Floride killing or drowning =n estimated 3,000 persons,
In the wards of H. 0, Kight, & leter Executive, "It about
tore Fort Myers to plecec", Coming 80 soon after the
Coflation of the "boom™ of the early twenties, the storm
rulned the economy of the ares,, The newly born councll
was eble O continue only through finsnclal ald from the
Kational Council of the Boy Soouts & America. '

In November, DeSoto Oounty mede sn effort to withe
draw fram Royel Palm to start o council of its own., It
wesg not, however, successful,

Tho Royel Pala Council hed, st thils same time, 191
coouts in an umletermined number of -troops,

There are no records of 1926 ectivitles of the Sunny
Lend Councll, other then that the yeer closed with e membere
ghlp of 295 Scouts in 14 troops.
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The year openel in the Royal Pelm Council with the
resimetion, Jonuary 3lst, of Executive Denton., le was
succeeded by H., 0, Kight. Kicht hed served in Scouting
in stlentic City, New Jersey from 1916 until 1919, when
he moved to Lekelend, Floride, He hsd been Scoutmastex
of Troop 4, there, from 1922 through 1926,

The first problea Kight had to face wes the ralising
of funis to meet & $5,000,00 budget. This was no easy
task, following so olosely not only e disastrous hurrie-
cene but slso three vegetable-crop freczes of the Winter,

Daniel Carter Beard, ons of tho organlzers of the
Boy Scouts of America, ves & warn friend of Berron G
Collier end he was e frequent Winter guest of Collier's
at one of the latter's plush Florlda hotels. He was,-at
tils time, ohalrman of the Katlonal Court of Honor. He
ané Mrs, Besrd arrived in Punta Gorde on Februsry 18th
for o month's stay et the Qharlotte Harbor Hotel.

There is qulte a bit of correspondence betwoen Beard
end Kight in the flle. In eddition to thanking the latter
for courtesles extenled, Beard encourages Xight in his’
efforts to orgenize & troop among the Seminole Indiens,.

e offersd tO glve sn American flep. Kight Teplial that
the Seminocles, never hoving sworn &llezisnce to the United
otates, teke e dim view of the flsg. Ho countered with
the suspestioan thet 8 troop {lag be given. So far as ocan
be learncd, the troop nover offlielelly reglistered, though
& nroup of Indlen boys did receive scme Boy Scoub training
given thea by Kight,

A oouncil camp, was egaln held at Breezy Polnt, site
of ths 1926 oaap, it wos oclled "Camp Ropaco” using the
first two letters of the three words - “"Royel Palm Council®,

socoub Bxscutive Kight, esslsted by Caepl. George F,
Kinzle, e¢nd ssverel others, took aboub 125 Scouts and
lendars $o0 Cuba during the 1927 Christaas holldays.  This
was but the first of severel such yeer-end trips.

The Council closed the year with e meambership of e
304 boys. - ¥

There are no Suanny Land Councll Board minutes for the -
yeer 1927. The report given st the Annusl lesting, however,
ment-lons the followlng eotlvities: “Scout service totelling
2,4C0 howrs st the Manatee and Saragota County feirs, ser-
vice at the BDaptlist Slate Convenltion, distribution of
Christmos beskets (o the poor, Scout demdnstrations during

nnlversary Week, end ax fielé meet held in Decamber,



There woe ¢ six-weeke Ounner cemp at o site on
the Broder River, sbout 1% miles South of the Oneco
bridge. 37 boys attended for a totel of 62 boy-weeks,
Trunen Horton, the Executive es the direotor, with
Russell B, Woodflin, of Serasotn, &s hls assitent.

The year-end report shows expenditures of $5,800.00
and a membsrship of 275 Soouts in 14 troops,

The Annuel Meeting was held at the Oaks Hotel,
Palmetto, just two yesrs snd two deys after the two
counties of Manotee and Sarasota had met et the same
place t0 organize e councll. It now heard the Sarasota
group report "thet because of finnaciel condlitions, $t
seens advisable thet the couneill be divided™, There s
no informetion %o give & beokyround for this proposal,
nor is there eny evidcnce of i{llefecling., Those ettending
the neeting ecqulescoad, however, snd it wes agreced that
the split should beecome effective on April lst, 1928,

1928

The Sunny Lend Executlve Bonrd met on Merch 19th for
the purpose of meking finol crrangements for the division
of council property tetween the two county organizetions.
Irventories In minute deteil {viz: "1 eleaning brush for
typewriter, 10¢") were carefully reviewed. It was srreed
thet the Berasota group would nay $151.32 ip full éis-
cherge of 1ts obligations to the Council.,

Executive Horton offered his resipnetion et this
meeting but at the Monetes County group's recrganizstion
‘Be~sion, eleven days leter, he was retaineil as wes the
neme, "Sunny Lend Council®, Julge W. T. Harrison was
electall president.

The new Saresota County Councll wes organized in March,
Clarence Hitchings, who hed been president of the two-
county council end wes & resident of Seracsots, becsme 148
first presldent. Russell Woodfin was named Scout Exeoutive .

Nothlng ls known ebout the council's sctivities that
yeor. It closed 1928 with e boy-membership of 135,

In the Spring, the Manstee gouncil bought the locker-~
houge of the Bredesnton Country Clud to use ns & heslouerters
office, poying $400,00 for it. This wrs torn down soversl
yeers loter, the lumber teken to cnmp apd used to build

the cabin presently known ms the "Chorles N, Wilson Lodge",

Executive Hortm evidently did not like to keep Minutes
for there are no further ones bearing his neme, ‘

The yenr 414 not do so well, membership felling from
275 boys in 14 troops, on December 31, 1927, to 181 boys
in 10 troops on the same dete, 1928,
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The whole Royol Falm gouncil wes saddeaed on July
10th when Thomds Goolsby, lSeyear-cld Eegle Scout of Troop
I, Fort Myers, dled of ptouaine polsoning., Even ams funersl
orntions were belng male over his egrave, the Giviter Clud
storted a movement to bulld & memorlel to him. Berron
Collier, honorery president of the council, ocontributed
$50,00, civic clubs jolned in and soon suff iclent funmds
were on head to erect a building to house the council offise
It 1s known to thls dny as the "Thomas Gooleby Memorial .
Scout House" and e portrait of young Goolsby hangs over
the flreplece.

Another destructive hurricnne hit the erea in the
fall of 1928, A great many people lost thelir lives by
Growning when easterly gales blew the weter out of shallow
Leke Okecohobee. Moore Haven was porticularly herd hit,
Clder Scouts served as meesengers, following Lhe storm,

1929

I have no information cn Royel Polm sctivities other
then that a Scout, Williem H. Berry of Troop 17, Bverglades,
wes leter avnrdad s gold mednl for seving & wowan'as 1ife
1a July, end thet snother Cubn good-will tour was mede
durlng the Ghrlstmes holl¢oys, Sceouts of Palmelto, Brade
enton end Sarasota elss ettonded. There were 28 from
Joresote in the party. Dr, L, B. King, Braceanton, led the
Sunny Lond delegetion,

Sunay Lend Council, lete in 1928, hed located en
fdecl cemp-site. It wos & l40-ecre trect ebout fifteen
mil ¢z East of Bradenton, in the Rye Bridge section. NMost
of 1t was bheavily-timbered and dense jungle. The upper
resches of the Msnatee River flowed through the property,

The Council wmg dbut threc years old, heé never bean
incorporatel, and ¢onslisted, now, of but » single ocounty
with a very small Scout msmbership. The Executlive Bosrd
was fenrful thet the Council might, ot some future date,
disoolve. It was skeptlenl of the Notlonal Council's
pledge in such an eveat, to take over Counscil property
ordy until sueh time &3 & new Counocil could be formed, The
Boerd, therefore, nuthorized the incorporation of & new i
group to be . known an the- *Menntee County Boys! Develonment
sssocletion® to purshase, hold title to, and edminister
the orap property. The 1929 Executive Board members bee
come the incorporetors, officers end members of this
fssocietion, Stete charter for which wos granted on Jenusry
18, 1929, These men were Judge W. 7. Herrison, president
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of the Council es president end Dan S, Blelock, Council
treasurer os seoretary-treassurer, Members of the assocla-
tion were L, F. Veught and S, E, Simnons, Council Vice-
presidents, A, ¥. Vymen, the Councll's representative on
the Netlonal Council, H, C, Groff, Soout Comulssloner and
Scouters R, B, wmma{, e« Wo Bhelton, D. L. Thorpe, W, H.
Tucker end J. P, Harllee. .

The property wes purchssed on January 1%, 1929, for
2,000,00, The money wes to be relsed by the "sale" of
ndividual ecres to Conors. The supgested donetion wes

$15.00 per scre, but any emount was gratefully mcocepted,

Executive Horton raesigned st the end of Februsry and
was succeeded on Morch 15th by Charles W. VWlilson; who had
beon the Socout Executive at Wayeross, Georgle, _

The next few months were busy ones, with preparations

for the first cemp at the new site as the major item, The
Bradenton Rotery Club build the dining hall, three sleegirg
y

cobing were erected by the Bradenton Klwanis Club, one

the Bredenton Elks Club and another by the Palmetto Kiwanis

Club, and & 600-foot well was drilled.

The neme “Flying Eegle", used at the preceding cemp
on the Braden River, was continued, 48 Soouts attenied
the camp's first two-weeks season. .

The ocounties of Highlands and Hardee were taken over
by Sunay Lend for edministrative purposez, in the late
sunner of 1929, Service was on e mell besis only, The
plon 414 not wark out, however, due to the insbllity or
unwillingness of the new territory to support the counclil
financially. A year later the two counties were “"dlse-
engaged”.

Through the kindness of George L. King, Bredeaton
ettorney, the hesdquarters office moved into rooms in the
American Netionel Bank Buldling, Bredenton {the present
Meedow Court Hotel) in September..

Quite a variety of sotivitles and service projects
were carried out and the yesr closed with & membershlp of
245 Scouts in 14 troops,

Three of these were Haordee-Highlands Counties ares,

with one esch in Wauchula (lergest troop ia Council), Sebring

-

end Lake Placid,

=

)
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THE "DEPRESSION YEARS® = 1930-1937

The "Florida Boom" of the early twentles wes not
only fully “"defleted®™, the three struggling councils now
_ had elso to face the new problem of the Depresslon. The
Serasota County Council, esrly in 1932, bscame unable to
pay its Executive, releassed him, snd mede a desperate
effort to raise »371.00 with whioh to pay off its debts
end osrry on, It wes unsuccessful in this, so, in April;
went on direct service fran the Netlonasl Council, with
no local supervision. In November, 1932, it merged with
the Sunny Land Council., ,

The Roysl Pelm Council, hovever, fered better. It
was not uatil 1937 that it found it expedient to merge
with Sunny Land, B

The beginning of 1930 found & total of 729 bcgs en~
rollel es Scouts in the eight-pounty territory - 207

in the Royal Palm Council, 151 in the Barssote Councll
end 291 in Sunny land (Menatee County), .

An 0l4 list of the Roynl Pelm COouncil shows J. Dan
Dunswey &8 belng Commissioner end the following as troop
lesders during the ysars 1930-31, Unfortunately, it
doces not give the location of the troops. :

1l - Robert L. Newman, Jr,

2 - g. %. hxi'elson

5 =« R, Ts Lyman

9 = Park R, Lewis

11 = Fred Cempbell "

16 « Brysnt Fugate
1§ « k. Ayres and Frederick Jchnson
17 « J, H, Ferbes and Jemes, L, Glenn

H

222338532 2O
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Troop 19 - Chas. E. Foster and G, C, Powell
: 20 = Jay G, Galnsar

2l - Alton L. Mcore

23 - W, ¥, Cothern

In the Seresote Councll, Dan Beard telked to the
Scouts &s & feature of the 1930 Soout Anniversary Week -
celebration, and the Council's second annusl bleyole
race, (40 niles to the Myeskka River and beck) was held
on February 8th,

In Merch, the Barassota Sec Scout Ship "Southern
Crogs™, Julge Arthur Clarke, S8kipper, was named Reglonsl
rlagship for the second successive year,

A treglic moter scoident took plece in April es Scouts
were enroute to a distriot camp, Billy VanDame and George
Metheny were killed and three others seriously injured,
Vtangme hed schieved the Eagle award Just a month before
his denth, '

Cemp Tonkews, &% the same spot on Siesta Key as the
- 1929 cemp, cperscted for six weeks and hed & totol at
eniance of 80 boy wesks,

A grow of 38 Havenas Boy Scouts visited in Sarascte,
August 26-27. They wers repaying the earlier visit of
Sarasots Scouts to Cuba, - -

The Sunny Land Oouncil wes having "hard sledding®
finsnoielly, too., While thiz yesr (and for meny sudbsequent
years) the Manatee County commissioners contributed
fl.ooo.oo from oounty funds, the Boerd minutes of January

0, 1930, state thet payments end interest on the re-
gﬁxtly-acquired Camp Flying Eagle wouwld consune most of
8. , , -

Two other items of Interest frou these ssme minutes:
8 Boout Leaders' Amsocistion was in ogeration end mey not
heave been coopereting too closely with the council: a rule
was in effect that "Any member who misges three econsesutive
neetings without ressonable exouse . . « will de auto-
matically suspended™, This rule wes reed at the close of

every Board meetling, 215

- of meetings were expected, A stiff inspestion and rating

A tight rein wes held on t.roo;;sinend woekly reports
systen wes also in effect.

As an Aaplversary Week feature, The Bredenton Herald
published & specisl Boy 8Bcout souvenir section, This plo=-
tures the leaders of that time and meny of the activities,
The Council-owned copy is belng placed in the museunm,
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Tollowlng & visit to the Councll by Mr, Stenley

Harris of the Inter-reclel Service of the Natlonel Council,

two experimental Negro troops were organized in June apd
July, one each in Bradenton and Manatee, The memders
were not, however, permitted to wear the Boy Scout uni-
farm,

79 different Scouts (30%) attended Plying Eegle dl;nfing

1ts second season, with a totel of ll0-camper weeks,

A 1931 buiget of $4,500,00 was adopted, including
g,uoo.oo for exeocutive's and $200,00 for office saleries,
e Council's opersting expenses for 1930 were $2,761,00,

1931

61 Serasota and Tampa Scouts spent the 1930 Christmas
holideys in Havena, retwrning January 4th, 193l. Judge
Arthur R, Clarke, Skipper of the Sea Soout ship, and Mr.
and Mrs, J. O. Hughay, representing the Atlentic Coast
Line Railroed, were in charge of the Sarssots delegatlion,
The trip wes made by the P. & O, staamer &, S. Cuba,
sailing from Port Tempe, _

As & pert of the Sare de Soto pageant, Seragota
Council Scouts pleyed host to some 250 Scouts from neighe
boring Counoils. Thoy led the parasde that marked the
closing day of the festivel,

The following eppesrs &8 a part of the seme newse
peper olipping; - '

"Annual meeting of the Weat Coest Scout Executives:
Associastion will be held at 6 P, %, Russell B, Woodfin,
loocal executive, is president of the essoclation. Exesu-
tives who will attend include Gilbert Bmush, St, Peters-
burg; C, M, Wilson, Menatee; H. K, Spangler, Tampa and
H., 0, Kight, Fort Myers,"

In May an effort wes made to organize Sarassota Scout
mothers to help with Councll financing, but it fell far
short of sucoess,

On June 3rd, Willlem E, Whiteside, Counc¢il president,
announced the signlng of an option to duy sn ll-ncre tract
at the sOubh end of Slesta Keie'v end extending from the
GuLf tothe bay. There were two houses on the property.
Soouts end the gounty conviet orew cleaned aweay the undcre
brush, mothers sorubbed the lit erior of the bulldings and,
on Sunday, June 28th, 35 Boouts appeared for the first
weok of the cemp's rirst. season. A desply-tragic note was

=

T ouen
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struck, however, whec, on that same day, Whiteside died
of s suiden heert attrol, He hod been largely instrumental
in securing the slte. :

The camp, nzmed Cemp Tonkawa, Opersted for four wecks
and the Girl Scouts used 1f for two weeks in August,

35 Soouts and offloisls from Havene arrived on July -
28th for & week's stay at the new oamp, repeylng the visit
the Saresota boys hed msde during the Christmas holideys,

¥Mr, Relph C, Caples, an advertising man from the North
who wintered in Serasota snd who was quite interested in
Sgouting, gave e Thenksgiviog eve dinner to the more than
two hundred Sarasota Scouts, It was prepared and gerved
by Scout mothers, with Ceples footing the bill, As & token
gfdgappreoiat jon, Executive wWoodfin gave him a First Class
BULG

Though the book of 193l newspaper olippings contlnue
on to December 19, the last to mentica Woodfin by neme as
Soout Executive (and practically every olipplng does con=-
“teln his nemed), is dated November 29. The insife back

oover bears the Eancned vFinls (2)" whioh lends the writer
to bellicve thet Woodflin left et mdue time during December
of that yeer,

The audit repor% for the yerr shows thet, beglaning
with 2 1930 carry-over of $577.92, 1931 recelipts eamounted
tc but $358.84, with expenditures of §936.71. leaving a
balance on hand on December 3lst of five cents! The ennusl
report shows & total of ten troops - six in Serasote end
four outside the city.

In this yeer the Netional Council mede the Silver
Beaver eward evelleble to local ocouncils, Royal Paelm gave
its flrst two Beavers to Ernest L. Prior, Fort liyers, end
Grover C. Persons, Punta Gorda, The Sunany Lend Council
mado its awsrds to Judge W, T, Harrison, Palmetto and Daniel
L, Thorpe, Sr., Manstiee,

Very littlo 1s known of the 1931 ectivities of the
Royel Palm Council. There is & note thet it toock part in
Reglon Six's first annuel oamporee, December 29-30, at the
Centrel Florids Council's Camp Wewa, near Orlendo. The ey
Council closed the year-with a membership of 377 Soouts,

Seout Exeocutives lived slmost on & meel-toO-mezl basls,
back in those rusged days, Minutes of the Sunny Land Gouncil
show 1t 23 owing, on Jenusry lst, $398.00 on Executive
Cherles N. Wilson's sslary, but thet this hed been reduced
to $288,00 on Marah 3lst.



16

A letter from Reglonal Socout Executive Kenneth G,
Bentz with referencc to possidble consolidetion of the
Soresota end Sunny Land Council wes resd et the April
24th mecthing, It was received as informmtion.

Suncy Lead Scouts attended quarterly, in e body, the
evening service of some looeal ehurch. The minutes of the
May Bth meeting gently chides Board members for aot showing
up at these union services. 117 Soouts erd leasders had
attenied the lest, but few men from the Board, :

ippearing slmost as frequently es finence on Board
meating agendas, wes the problem of bresklng end entering,
plifering end vendelisn at Cemp Flying Esgle.

The death of Mortimsr L, Schiff, president of the
Kotlonsl Counoll, in June, 1931, caused the Execubive to
order ell Suany Lend troop oherters to be dreped in nourning
for thirty deys and the flag nt Flying Eegle to be flown
et helf-mast for the same perled, '

The Bredenton Rotary Club doneted $200,00 towards the
coup eceresge fund, substentielly reducins the balence owed
on Lhe property,

The cemp operated for two geven-day periods, during
which tine the American Legion, assisted by some of the
Junior eteff members, bullt its cebinedonation, A campers!?
Lhonar soclety, known es “The Tribe of Menatee®, ceme into
belng with thls season of 1931, Authored by Executive
- %ilson, it hed en iapressive ritusl and ceanpers covetod

the chance for election., Many Bredenton men still remember
well the night on which they beceme & member,

72 different Scouts, 48 of the registered white
membership, attended camp for a totel of 105 boy-weeks,

Clvio service carried mush more weight then then now,
This wmey heve becn dus, partly, to the fact thet nany
gouncils, including Sunny Lend, gave speclal ewards for
such service. The community-service coamaittee's report
for 1531 shows a totol of 3,798 service-hours, A pertiel
list of services mentlons ten different orgenizations that
were aided, not lInoluding churches and schools, kT

Though then, as now, most publicity relesses originated
in the Councll headquerters office, careful measuring aend
reporting of sush publiclty was reguired. Thus, Robert
Ford, pudliclty chairmean, reports, month by month, 1931
llneage and comes up with e totel of 3,411 oolumn~inshes
of sproe - certainly s right respecteble smount,
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Conslderasblo improvement was noted in the Council's
finencial effalirs, snd the year olosed with the Boardts
adopting & $3,100,00 budget for 1932, -

The only aveileble informction oa the Royel Peln
Councll for 1932 is that Riochmond Dean served es presldent
and also received the Silver Beaver, and that the year,
ended with a membership of 247 Soouts.

It was & confused year for the Scrasote Council, It
was without an Executive and hed debts amounting to
$2,400,00 stering it in the face es it began the year,
There ie even some uncerteinty as to who wes Council
president: & roster of membership lists Relph C. Coples
ns president, C. E. Hitchings, George L. Thecker and
V., S, Harris es vice-presidents, A lotterhesd of the
pearlod, however, shows liltchings &s preslident,

A rough Araft of & letter sidresseld "To all Bellevers
of the Boy Soout Movement" end signed "Paul W, Bergman,
Finance Chelrman of the Sarasota County Boy Scout Counoil”
is dated March 22, 1932, It mekes an urgent eppeal for
funds with which to pay off the delts and hire an Execu-
tive, $2,371.17 wouldé be necessery. He snld that, other-
wise, 130 boys "would be thrown out of Scouting end sent
out to drift wherever they may", '

Bergmea's effort wes uasuccessful end in April the
eron went on dircct service from the Home Office in New
York, It continued in this stete until Msy 19, 1933,
when & tentative proposition for service was submitted
to the Sunny Lend Council, The Notionel Council, however,
334 not wait for formsm)l egreements, but treansferred
Sgraso;;g(&ounby's eight troops to Sunny Land on November
2 ? 19 ] -

It might be interosting, ot this polint, to give 8
brief resume of the ciroumstances surrouniing the scquisi-
tion of the Serasota Council's Camp Tonkawa,

hed gold for ss high as $50,000,00 during the Floride
"boom" of the early twentles (and would probebly bdbring
ten times that smount in 1959§), but in the Epring of
1931 it oould be hed for the amount of the mortgage - Furn
$4,500.,00, The Sarasota Kiwenis Club, with a Scout camp

e 1ts moln object, took an option on the property and

nale & down-payment of $525.,00, Dr,. Joseph Halton of the
club was one of the "spark-plugs” &n the deal., In 1932, '
Semuel Gumpertz, gave $3,500.00, the olud ralsed the balence,
end the tract was deeded to the Kiwenls Club as trustes

for the Boy Scouts,

The ll-acre propert% gt the Sount end of Sleste Key

Former Executive Russell Woodfin told the writer,
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sone years ego, 'the followlng story. True or not, it is
interesting end, from what I heve heard from other souroces,
mizght well be faot,

John Ringling, Ralph Crples, &hm Guapertz and a few
other friends would frequently get together far poker games
The men ell velnz wealthy, the pots, sonetimes, renched
nstronomical size, It is likely, also, the men beling of -
cfnviviel heblts, thet e moderats emount of imbibing took
piege,

At one such session one of those present (not, I'm
told, Mr, Gumpertz) announced *The Boy Scouts nsed & oamp,
If I win this pot, I'll give the money to the Scouts;" The
others sll mgreed they'd do the same if the won the pot.
The bettine contlrued wntil chips represe::-ting $3,500,00
lay in the middle of the table, Someore “ealled™ snd Sam
Guupertz won,

Seresote newspapers, next dey, heedlined "GUUPERTZ
GIVES $3,500,00 FOR scouy CAXP", Some of the other pleyers
were £ bit "put out" beceuse the pot represented only a
sznll portion of his "contributions”, and, besides "Whose
idea wes it in the first pleced”,

The plece wes used ns & Suwmer Soout oemp only that
first senson of 1931, The Kiwenls Cludb held: s 19=dey health
canp for twenty under-privileged children, there, in 1932,
Efforts were made by Dr, Halton, in June, 1933, to ralse
money {or enother such cemp, but whether or not it was held
is unknown, Chsrles H, Wﬁson, Executive of the Sunny Lend
Council, end Cept, Willienm H, Young were to Le in charge.

Incidentally, Dr, Holton signs his eppoal letter "Ghlef
Executive of the Boy Scouts of Saresota®§

The neme wes changed from "Tonkaws® 0o "camp Gumpertzn
by the Sunny Land Executive Boerd, February 23, 1934,

Cemp Gumpertz wae used, off and on, as 8 weekeend
cemp-gite by Serssots. troops for several years, An inlet
on the day side silted over, however, and the place beceme
polluted with mosquitoes, Boys flnolly refused to go there, i
For the ecoount of the fincl dlspositiocn of the rroperty,
see Chepter IV,

va

There ware, in Jenusry, 1932, elaven troops in the
Suany Lend Council, two of which were inective. Of t he re-
maining nine, seven were white and two Negro,

The Reglonel offfee heving edvined Executlve Wilson that,
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due to ocondltions, Seresote would holéd no cemp for its
Scouts, he sent Invitetions to their lesders to bring
their boys to Camp Flylng Eagle, The record does not ghow
thet any evalled themselves of this opportunity, however,

Reflecting the financiel sltuntion of the year, while
the comp fee weas but §6,00 per week, only 52 boys sttended
and they for a totel of bul 73 cemper-weeks. It wes the
poorest sesson aince the first one in 1929,

Tellent & Groff wes named es officlal Scout distrie
butor in September, 1922, ernd contlnued to serve in this
coraecity untll 1957 - v period of 25 years,

A Scout cirous was stepel in November with 700 persons
ettending end e Council camporec wosg held in November, a2lso,

Four potrols of Sunay Lend Scouts attended the Reglonal
cauipores ln (rleando, in December, all echieving very oredi-
table scores. |

4253

Ageln we have llttle informetion sbout Royel Palm
Council ectivities, 54 Scouts mede £ trip to the "Centwry
of Progress” Worlds Fair, in Chicego, August 8-31.

The Council olosed the yeser with the pmsllest meme=
bership 4in its l2-yecr history - 133 boys.

Though the Saresota County territory hed been offici-
elly turned over by the Nebtional Council to Sunny Lend, as
of November 28, 1932, the ares remelnel "peither rish nor
fowl" - scemiogly no request for service or effilistion
hed come from rosponsgible Baragota leeders and no service
wes given,

Suany Lend opened 1933 insuspiciously with only eight
troops. Floenolally, it wes $871,00 "in the hole", with
$667.,00 of this owed to Ezeoutive Wilson on beck-sclary,

The Executive presented, at the Board mesting of Méy e,

19th, & tentetive proposition for service to Sarasota county
ag & distriot of the Sunny Land Council., A committee was
eppolnted to meet with o comalttee fraoa Sarasote to dise

cuss the plan. It was evidently eoccepted by both perties
for, in the minutes of the June l4th'Board meeting appears
the fallowlng:s "“"The Soout Executive reported thet a dise-
triot orgsnlzatlion hed been formed at Serasote and that
prospecis were good for earrying on & very extensive progran”
Thus, 1t epnecrs, the merger is now cmplete - if you want

to ecell it & "merger”,

S¥am
A
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Wild hogs were a renl provlem at Camp Tlylng Eople,

In May, 1933, the Board authorized a telegram to Stete
Senator M, 0. Harrlson asking his support of & bill in the
lerisloature to proaidbit hogs from romming in the townghlp
vhere the camp gs loce ted, Either tho bill wesn't passed
or, if it wes, the hogs never heard &bout it, for they
contin?ed to roam - and leave their flees under the sleeping
cobins :

(inoidenbally, vhen the hogs finelly disappesred, 4in
1944, they were succeeded by equally wild goats!)

The oamp's 1933 sceson logted but two weeks, with a
totel sttondance of only 26 boy-weeks,

An epxreement wis worked out in July, with the Manatee
Chepter of the Americen Ked Croas whereby older Seouts who
hed hed life-saviog instruction would sorve es a life-guard

atrol et Bradenton Biach ca Thursdeys end Bundsys. The
ﬁed Crogs was to provide transportation end "Mesls ere to
be furnished by the Chopter et Todd's Restaursat ot 20 cents
per mesl', (Again, 1933 depression price,)

The beach pctral gove outstanding service and Frad
llills, of the Natlonal Council, made inquiry es to how it
wos organized and operated. It was credited with saving
aeny llves thet bBumner, .

Record high water nt the camp was reported at the meoting
of September 8th. The river rose to e point where ot least
two feet of weter wes over the arce now ocoupied br the North
Selby troop unit, IExtensive deonpe was done, throuch the
uncdermining of piars, and the new dock at the waterfront was
weshed away entirely,

At this seme mesting George L. King was esppointed to
lock into the matter of the Sunny Lend Council's obtaining
title to the Cemp Flying Regle rroperty from the Menatee
County Boys' Developnent Assocletion, & specisl corporetion
set up la Jenuery, 1929, when the land waos purchesed, end
oonposed of the then members of the Zxecutive Board, At the
mectlng of the following moath, King read a letter froi the
Hetlonel Council steting that it would never, uander any
¢lroumsbences, take over the property &s its own - only, S
shoulé the Sunny Land Council ever dissolve, hold it in trust
until & new council could be organized,

LT
A

At esgh subsequent meeting, King would ask for edditionel
time. - At the September, 1934, session, three sidaitional
men were somed to his eomnittee, Agnin, more tlme asked for,
At the Hovember mesting, still enother man wns 0dded =we and
nothing further was ever heafd of the matter]
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The Counoil?s first Cub pack, sponsored by the Barasote
idooso Lodge and with Mr, Cecil Meaus ss Cubmaster, registered
in November, 1933.

A "Whooporee" (Baout Oirous) was staged Wavember 2nd,
with five troops porticipeting end en estimated 850 persons
in attendance, :

The third annual cemporee was held at Flying Besgle,
December 1«2, ,

The Annual Meetling, on December 15th, re~clected D, L,
Thorpe, ., WMeantee, a3 president, Poul W. Borgman, Sarse
sote, first viceepresident; George B, Gallup, Bradenton,
second vice-president; end Fred H, Gould, Bradenton, treasurexn

A 1934 budget of $2,600,00 was edopted, $1,690,00 of
wihich was to come from the Manates districet snd $910,00 from
the Serasota distrioct.

The yecr closed with & membership of 193 Boy Soouts
and eleven Cubs,

1934

At the request of Fresident Franoklin Roosevelt, the
Boy Scouts steged e netionel Good Turn durlng Aanniverssry
Weck, collecting old clothing for the destivute., The Cunny
nd Council tosk pert and collescted artlcles valued &b
£395.00,

The camp Senson at Flying Esgle wos eboub as bed, from
en otloninnes stendpoint, as the preceding yosr., 18 boys
ettendel the first week, s0 the second was gancelled in
favor of troop camps., Two troops showed up but wlthout
edult leaders, so the Executive remsined to teke gere of
thex, One hed 7 boys, the other, 9. The latier, however,
didn't apre@r to care for camplng and deperted after threes
davsa, .

Another attempt wes made to operste en additionsl
week, 24 boys signel up but only 17 cpposred, .

In his report tc the Boerd, the Executlve sald he wes
at & logs to know why so few ceme to cemp -« that It weon't,
he was sure, &ntirely dus o femily finences, He rsked
that the camping comnittee meks o study of the situestlon,

A council ommporse was held at Camp Gumpertz, September
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13-14, with L4 Ecouts ard five lesders teking part.

3> Royel Peln Soout eni ssveral lesders perticlpated
in e motor trip to Ceclifornle fram July € to Lugust 25,
with £ visit to Hollywoot es one of the high spots,
tmong the leaders vies Executive H. C, Kight, .. H. King
of Clewlston, Williem Fersons, Fort iiyers, end Edward -
L, Cessels and W, A, Neal, Arcadie,

4 Council swilnulng meet wes held in Punta Gorda on
Qotodber lith,

The Royel Paln Council closed 1934 with a membership
of 225 boys,

1235

"Uncle Den" Beard epent the Winter re Barrcn Collier's
gucst et the Charlo:ste Harbor lictel, Punts Gorda. It would
crpear thet he was kept pretty busy, EHe sttended o Court
of Hooor there or February 7th end.s frther-and-gon dinner
in ircedic on the 22nd, He was nleo present for the Rowel
Palm Counoil s ennuel meetline, and gove the councll?s Silver
Beaver ewaord to Wllliem A, Ncal of Arasdis, On Moreh 2ne, -
he wses hensr gueat at & fileld lay end dinrer ct Bocn Orande,
&lven by thot "grand olé ledy of Seouting®, Mrs, ¥, B.
Crownizshield, At the letter effeir, "Uncle Dan™ taught
the Scouts to throw the tomohewk and Jovelin,

Scout Executive Kisht, in his raport of the yeor's
retivities states thnt five districts held foether-and=-son
dinners in eelebrstion of Scouting's Silver Anniversary,

The onnunl meeting, mentioned asbove, wes held et the
Zuackoles rench of Distriet Chairmen Zam Thempsozm, in the
form of a venison barbscus, Seventy persons attended,

fn athletic meet wos held cn HQK >rd ln Arcedle, anpd
o "jemboree" st Camp Kopeoo on July Lth, :

Over thie Christmas holidays, 22 Scouts and lesders
ma e the trip to Cuba, While there, the Presldent of Cuba Fipun
presented thelr Esglc brdges 0 Scouls Bennle Helone, Albexrt -
kuedneu, John L, Johns, Mavrice Frrabee nnd Franeis Megill.
The awarding took plrce in the Crystel Room of the Fresie
dentcl Paleoe, It aust neve been & "red-latter day" for
the boys, '

At ths Januery Llth meeting of tne Sunny Land Council



23

Bonrd it wes reperted thnt "A nuiist colony is sheout to
strrt operetions et In;lewood, st 2 point which will
interfere with camplng by the Soocuts of Troop 3% A
Coumlttee was appolnted to look into the ustter apl teke

such steps &as might be necesseary,

On April 2let, Scout Exeoutlve Wilson resigned, effective
ey 15th, to becane Executive of the Northeast Georgei

Council, Athens.

The auditor's report for the yeor end ing Desember 31,
1934 hnd showed ccoounts payeble amounting to $1,52L.48,
of which §1,322,60 wes buck-salery dus Lxecutive Wilson,

While there is some dispute over the mntter, the sudit
mede et the time of Wilson's leoving clecrly indicotes that
tho Council owed him $907,89., Urfortunctely for him, he did
notl require e statement from the Board to this effect, Yhen
& fow years leter, he made an stterpt to oollect, he was told

here war nothing due him, The writer, when he beceme
Ezeoutlive sone yeers after, "went to bet” for "Unole Cherl ie”,
/ one-men soanlittes wos eppointed, interviecwel some of the
1935 Boord members end broucht in e negetive report,

In 1954, Brzdenton Scouters zsde up a purse of $200,00
end gave 1t to Wilson ms e Christnces plft, he hrvine then
retired froz professioarl Scouting end meking Brelenion his
home. About thet time, eleo, the Sunny Land Council averded
him the Silver Beaver for his serviee as € voluateor following

hisretireaent,

He dled February 14, 1957, His pessing wee noted vith

80orrow by the thousands of people who knew and

loved hm.

Wilsoa was succeeded by George M. Riley, of Colorsdo
sprinzs, Colorsdo, He wcs o young men of most likesble
personallty &nd i-amelintely ondearsd himself to leesders and
Seouts allke. Less then two months after taking office, and
while directing Cemp Flying Zaogle, he contrected paneumonie,
He &1ed in Drodenton Geneorel Hospitel, July 18th,

There wes unlverssl sedness &t his passicg end a
moving set of resclutions of sorrow appear in the Minute Boolk,

-
.
T Puen

Jemes A, Gaskln, en appllcent for the pesitlion of
ixesutlve, appcared before the Boerd for interview on Lugust
Bth. He wes hired et & salaery of $100,00 per month, plus
$25.,00 ezpense money, end took office o8 Of that dete,

The first netional Boy Soout Jamboree wes
be held in ¥ashlogton, D. C., in August, 1935,
rreparations hed been made to house them there
city. Every council in the country hed been at

scheduled to
Extensive

in & huge teat-
work for
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months, sclecting and tralnings its: Jazboree Scouts snd
thelr adult lenders, Then, due to & polio outbrenck in the
clty, Presidsnt Roosevelt concelled the effeir, by redlo,
lcas thon 8 week before it wos to have opened, The deci-
slon, though wise, left thousands of disearpointed Scouts,
including Sunny Lend's delegption thot weas t0 have gone
under the leadership of Scoutmester Clarke Berney. In -
cooperation with Tampe end other nearby councils, & trip
to Cuba wos hurriedly arranged as a substlitute,

There 1s no record of further sotivities for the
whioch closcd with a reglstered membership of 160 boys in
nine troops - two of which wero insotive, _

1936

The Royal Peln Councilts sccond enrual field dey wns
held ct Boca Grande on Morch l4th, with Mrs., ¥, B, Crowne
inghield egpin the kostess, At the consolusion of the -
evenlng, she gave a Chevrolet sutoiobile to H, 0, Kight,
the Soout Executlive, .

. At sume time durlng thet summer, Mr., Kight resigned,
and & sucoessar vos not selected,

The Counoil closed the yerr with o membership of 233
Soouts ond 28 Cubs,

The OSunny Land Council, in Jonuery, sdopted & bulget
of $3,640.00 for the period to November lst. The Executive's
selary wes lnoreesed, at the secme meeting, to $150,00 per
month,

Dan Beard, -Wintering saaewhere in the territary,
possibly at the lrnetee River Hotel, Bradenton, spoke to
the Sarosote Klweais Club on Fehruary éth,

Cecap Flying Teogle, 1a the season of 1934, hed an en-
rollment of 61 boys compared with 31 the precesding suamer,

Suany Land closed the year with 244 Scouts,

1231

Peul W, Dergmeon, Sarasota, wa3 elected president of
the Sunuy Land Council, sucoeeéing, D« L. Thorpe, &r., who
had served five terms in thet office. George L. XKing,

Bredenton, end Frnuok Stewart, Sarasote, were elected vice-
rresicents, and Fred H, Gould was re-elected as trensurer,
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/i fecture of Boy Coout Week was e perade on Februory
13th., D=an Beerd wos to heve been & porticlpant, though it
arpears tnet he wes elther late In arrivel or 4ida't get
vhere et ell,

Mr. dJ, Co Spocner, cheolrman of the Port Myers District
of the Royal Pola Council, sttended the Februeary 25th meoting
of the Board of the Sunny Land Oouncil, He presented the
desire of the former to affiliate with Suany Lend end asked
that 1t he mooepted,

Deputy Reglonnl Scout Fxecutive Herbert Stuokey, e
vislitor et the sesslon, vointed out the desirehility of ree-
¢celving the 0ld Royel Palm Council from several stendpoints,
especielly the Scouting spirit of fellowship end the ex-
tendlng of e hond to e nefchbor in nced of help.

It wos voted unsanlmously to weloaze Royal Pelm 1nto
sunny Lond, but with the understending that only the Lee :
County portlon would be orgenized that yeer; other distrlets,
leter, ‘

Mr, Rlchmond Dean, for severcl yeors a president of
Royal Polm, wos elected third vice-presitent of the Councll,
enda Mr, £pooner s & member of the Board,

At the tlae of the merger, the Royel Prim Council heé
alx reglstered iwroops,width o total boy-membershlp of 143,
Therc wes cne troop emch in the towns of Arcedie, Boce
Grende, unta Goxde, Evergledes snd two in Fort Myers,

The 1930 census showed o populetion of but 35,865 in
thies sdded six-county territory, The seme census showed a

totnl of 34,%42 for Menatees emd Sorasota counties,

Comp Flylap Eegle operated for three wecks, with 108
Scouts ettending,

The Retlonel Jemboree thet wes to heve been held in
Washincton in 1975, but crnocellad tecnuse of & polio out-
breck, wes staged, there, from June 30 to July 10. 24 Boy
Seouts ond tuiree odult leaders £from She combined Sunny Land
territory nttended, '

The council closed the yerr with a menbership of 395
bOySs o

Toe,,
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CONSOLIDATION « 1938-1941

Council officers for the year 1938 were George B,
Gallw, president; Herbert W, Booth, Ssrasota, James C,
Spoonsr, Fort Myers, Dewey A. Dye, érudenton, Louis Griffith,
Aroedia (?) end F, B, Crowninshield, Boca Grande, vice=
gresidents; Danlel L, Thorpe, Commissioner and Fred H,

ould, treasurer,

saa Guupertz, Sarasote; Richmond Dean, Fort Myers
and 0, B, Mueller, Bradenton, were listed on the Council
lett erhead as Honorary Presiﬁents.

The membershlp of F, B. Crowninshield 1s en inter-
esting cese, Astuelly, it wes Mrs. Crowninshield who wes
the vice-president and Board member, Crowninshield, hime
self, had little use for the Boy Soouts, terming it "demned
nonsense", end the interest and effort given by his wife,
fwasted time", Mrs. Crowninshield, before her merriege,.
was Loulse duPont, of the Wilmington duPonts, One of the
oountry's wealthlest women, she malnteined palatisl homes
et Nontchannin, Deleware end Marblehend, Magsschusetts, in
addition to & fine Gulf-ghore Winter home at Bogce Grané.e.

Efforts were made to secure & Silver Beaver for her
in recognition of her Interest in Scouting snd her great
help., The Netlonel Council refused, however, saying thet
the eward was for men only, .

I

Another Council fleld meet wos held at Boca Grande,
egain with Mrs, Crownlashield es hostess, on March 18th,

4 fether-snd-son banquet, given by the Punta Gonde
Rotery Club on Januery 26th, hed Den Beard as principal
specker., He also awarded et lesst one Esgle badge.

George Brewster Gallup, 1938 president, was &n eccentric
character, He was an elderly gentlemen, impractieal and
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neter-do-well iaventor of household gadpets that never
seemed to "oatoh hold™, end 8 man with the obsession that
Boy Scouts should ccncentrate on merit dadges heving to do
with the haue and home-construction, In e lengthy, written
speech, ocoushed in the most erudite terms, which erpears
with the July 12th Board minutes, he urged the Council to -
push the adoption by the Noticral Counoil of & new merit
bodge, Home Bullding Crefts., This waes, actuelly, carried
ell the woy to the Netionel CGouncil, but nothing came of
the eff art, Same years leter, he wanted the writer to spear-
head an effort to have sdopted a merit badge on City=-
plenning! Until the time of his desth, in 1950, at the

age of 85, Gellup considered thet he hal maede & tremendous
contribution to the Boy Sccuts of Amerlea, Confined to a
rest-hone in his later years, he 'phoned the Scout Ex-
ecutive at intervels to ask for clgarettes, razor-bledes,
ete., A few months before he died, he reminded the Exscutive
that he would be 85 in July and thet the Boy Scouts would
probably like to glve him something on his birthdey, The
Executive wes at a loss, Gellup hed been incepscitated for
severel years and none of the ocurrent "erop" of boys held
ever hesrd of him, Gallup passed eway, however, & few weeks
before the birthiay, thus solving the problem,

He was, in many respects, & remarkable fian. £n ameteur
estronomer, he wrote & dally column on the subject that
sppeared for many {ears 43 & regular feesture of the Braode
enton Hereld, Gellup could never quite understend why others
dld not ghare his own intense interest in and enthusleasm for
this and his other pet subjeots,

1938 onmp ettendance totaled 107 boys, incluling Arcadia
Scouts wio held their own troop cemp, neer Lake Placid,

¥ith the ecsing of the Depression, Council finances
iaproved, Recelpts for the fiscml yeer closing October 31lst,
including registrations #nd supplies, toteled $§5,256,89,
There wes &8 balence of $7.68 in the benk, 'with no unpeid
bills, This was & far different situation thar hed obteined
in previous yesrs,

96 persons were in ettendnnce at the Council annual
meeting held et the First Presbyterlan Church, Sarascte, oa
December Sth, JFrenk Stewart, Sarssoto, wos avwarded the
8ilver Beaver, B

The yeor ended with & membership of 516 Scouts end 82 Cubs,

1229

-

Officers for this year were Walter N. Munroe, Sarasots,
president; m'mt L. Prior, Fort Myers, ¢oanissicner and
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Fred H, Gould, tressurer, Vice-presidents were Richard
Schaddeles, Fort Myers; Barl D. Farr, Punte Gordaej W, A,
Neal, Arcedle; D, L, Thorpe, 5r., Brodenton; end Kenneth
Koach, 8arasota, ,

"Daen® Besrd spent the month of Februery at the Manatee
River Hotel, Bradenton. Jim Gaskin, the Executive, too0k
him out to see Camp Flying Begle an&, on the evening of the
5th, & delegatlon of long-active Soouters peid him a -
visit at his hotel. In the course of the conversatlion, it
developed that "Uncle Dan" 414 adt have the Sllver Beaver
awerd, siace this is given only upon recomueandation of &
local ocouncil., After taking leave of Beard, the men got
together outside the hotel end dcolded, in view of hig keen
interest in South Florida and his many helpful suggestions
to the Sunny Land Council in perticuler, t0 ask the Natlonel
Councll for specisl dispensation thet the Council meke the
award to Beard, Letters to thiseffect were dispstched to
Dr., George J. Fisher of the Nationel Council the followlng
dey. There is, however, nothing to indliceate thet permission
wes granted and the award given.

Frnest L., Prior, Council Commlissioner, Fort Myers,
wns director of Camp Flylng Dagle for theo 1939 secson, -Them
are no records to show the nunber of cewpers sttending,
na ere there, most unfortunstely eny other detslls of
thls ssason - unfortunately becouse & situation reputedly
erose which 1s still 8 matter for ergument as this is written,
tventy years later, , '

Cemp swimning hes always been done in the Monstee Rlver,
which flows throush the property. This is, normally, =&
placid stream, but after storms in the Summer ralny sesson,
4t rises repldly, becomes very swift end carries a lot of-

trssh end debris, At some point in the 1939 camp season,

on epldemic of dysentry broke out, Dr. W, H. ¥Wentzel,
Bretenton physiclan that ettended most of the cempers, ' blemed
this upon the river water in which the boys swam, and promptly
oclosed the camp. The setion stlrred quite a controversy;
natives poob~poohed the idea, saying they'd swom in the river
gll their livcs - high weter &nd low - end never gotten slck.
‘Perents, on the other hand, were unierstendabdbly toking no
ochances, .

Parenthetically, the writer edds the followiag as his “%
ovn personal observetion, eafter having dlrected camp et
Fiying Esgle through 16 seasons: Camp food st that time
wos stored in & huge ice~box thet hed been discerded and
given to the camp in the early 30's by & Bredenton hotel,

To keep the box goling several hundred pounds of ilce had to

be trucked daily 15 miles to cemp under 2 broiling Florida
sun, The theory wos advenoed to the writer by e member of
the United Stetes Public Heelth Service who wes visiting the
camp, thet teinted food from the lce~box might well have
caused the outebresk --- more likely than swinalng in polluted
water.
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Credance to thls theory waa edded when, during the
season of 1945, the bottom of the ice caupartment fell -
through, Before the sltuntion wes discovered, something
stored in the refrigeretor caused snother epldemic - for-
tunately, very mild,

Needless to say, en eleotric, walke-in type refrigerstor
vwas secured before the next sesson's oamp, even though this
involved the renting of & gesol lne~povered elesctrio generator,

Another unfortunate experience of this sesson wag a
drunken brevli thet took pleoe at the cemp, Though the site
bed been purchased ae & Boy Scout cazp, the Council aid not
hold tlitle to it snd had very 1ittle control over it. A
ann, Fred Btewart, lived 1n e cabin on the grounds but was
0ot pald for seting ee ceretaker, so his main interest was
hls cettle, some of which roemed on the property. As a cone-
scguence, 8 grest many people, and groups - some with PEC -
nicsion, but most of them withou - used the place for plenics
anl less-lsusble pursoses,

The Bradenton Junior Chasber of Conmerce held its

- annucl plenie at Flyling Eazle on Msy 15, 1939, Liquor wos

ebundant end sae fights broke out, In the course of one
of %these, Potter 4'Orscy Pelmer, Serssote, yloy=-boy son of
the Chlorgo Potter Pelmer's, was hit on the hend with a
bottle, He dled two deoys later in a nearby hospitsl,

Due to the grominence of the young man's perents, this
brought nationewlde publiclty, end sdded to the bed repu-
tation that Flyling Eagle was getting, ‘

The Council's Annual Meeting was held at the Town Club,
Fort Myers, on December 7th, with 112 persoans ettending,
Aldert L, Yern was the Silver Beover recipleat.

The year ended with & membershlp of 568 Scouts and
149 Cubs,

4940

Walter Munroe continued asngresident end Fred Gould TR
end Eraest Prior es trecsurer o comnissioner, respectively, °
The yesr's budget was set et $6,000,00, ‘

Due to the 1939 Flylng Eegle situation, the 1940
Councll camp wes held at Myskke State Perk, with two t-day
pericds. It wess striotly s wildernecs troop-camp, using
sray pyremidal tents borrowed from the Netlonel Guard,
Ernest Prior, sgein, wes direotor. There is no record of
the number of particlpants other than thet 130 Secouts from
12 troops cemped during the month of June,
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Very little:else cf consequence 1s recorded for the
yeor, Summer cobivitles reported were two eech of swimming
meots, field meets end fishlng contests, & bicycle hike,

a treasure hunt end ten industrisl hikes, .

A budget of $8,435,00 wes edopted for the fisoal yeer,
November 1, 1940 - Ootober 31, 1941,

At the annusl moeting of December 12th, held at the
Moneviste Hotel, Bredenton, Commissicner Prior presentead
the Silver Beaver to Chesley ¥, Perry, Fort Myers., The
£ crmer and President Munroe and Trensurer Gould were ree
elected for en additionsl ternm, '

The vericus district chairmen were clected &5 vice-
presidents., They were Clarke Boarney, Bradenton; Arthur
%, Sathus, Saresotaj Gllmer Beltmen, Jr,, Fort Myers; W
A, Neal, Arcadisn, Dr. W, B. Clement, Funta Gorda, 2 F,
B, Crowninshield, Boca CGrande.

The suggestion wegz mnde et thls meeting that the nsame

ghould be changed but pothing ever coeme of the idea,

Tunds now being in sight for the employment of & field
executive to serve the former Royel Polm Council territory,
John L, Shutt, & native of Neshville, Teanessee, end &
recent greduste of the Netionel Tralinlng School wes hired.
He took over his duties on December 15, 1940, His home
bese of operatlions were to be in Fort Myers.

Scout Executive Geskin having eccepted the Executive-
ship of the Eest Carollno Council with hesdquarters et
%wilson, North Caroline, he resigned on Decemder 16th,
effeotive 30 days later,

om1

Fred L. 'nreét, Assistent Ixeocutive of the Gulf-Rldge
Council, Tempe, wes solected t O pucceed Geskin, and reported
for duty on Jenuery lé6th. :

Swimming meets were held, by distriots, during April

anﬁ May. ”'"in..,

On June Bth, the Councilts Summer camp oOpened, It was
held st Bear Point on La-e Childs, near the town of Leke °
Flecld - 100 miles fran the Councilts three largest towas,
It wes truly & "wilderness camp", hecked out of the Florlda
jungle, and with a minimum of oonvenlences, Scheduled to
operste for two weeks, an addltlosnl weck was nesessery to
ccconnodate 81l who wanted to ccme, 134 dlfferent Boouts
ettended for & total of 145 cemper-weeks, Field Executive
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John Shutt wes the director.

On June 11, Daniel Corter Beard died., Hls possing
wos ospeclelly mourned throughout the Sunny Lend Council
where he hed spent s0 meny ¥inters end numbered thousands
of frieands emong boys snd edults, alike,

With the approvel of Mr, Gumpertz and the Counoil, the
Serasote Kiwanig Club sold the Camp Gumpertz property in
July for $5,000,00, For yeers the site had been mosquito-
riiden to an extent thet boys no longer wanted to camp
there, evea over-night,

In the letter pert of June, Scouts dlstridvuted 990 -
Unlted Steates Sovings Bond posters, The following month,
they cdllected neerly four and & quarter tons of eluminum
in the government's drive for thls metal,

During the Sunmer months plans were set in motion
to incerporate the Council pad thsse were consumnated on
August lEth, vhen the State of Florida issuel @ charter to
"The Sunny Lend Counoll of the Boy Scouts of Anerica”,

After a8 series of distrioct camporees, & counclle-wids
cazporee wes held in Gillesple Park, geregota, on November
28-29, 28 Patrols with & totel of 145 Scouts participsted,
20 edult leaders &lso abbended, ' ‘

At the Octobar 9th meeting, Judge W. T, Harrison,
rrosléent of the Msnotee County Boys Development Asscolation,
seid theot now the Council was incarporated, there wns no
reason vay it showld not assume title to the Cemp Flying
. Eagle property, -

Following Jopan's December 7th ettack on Pearl Hordar
end the farmel declaration of war the next deay, the Council
immelietely bepan to glrd itself for intensive "behind the
lines" service, Its first "Wer Bulletin® wang relessed to
lecdars on the 10th; the second, listing fowr spscific
erens of gservice, was mailed out on the 19th,

Eleven lesders were lost to Scouting, that yeer, through
thelr eatry into the countryts srmed forces, This now bee
oonme the Councll's mejor problem, end it coantinued until a 2.
year efter the war's end, )

The 1942 budget was set et §9,345.00,
The year closed with & membership of 728 Scouts end

152 Cubs, The 680 .totel was the lergest in the Council's
higtory thus fer.. -
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THE WAR YBARS = 194241945

The Annusl Council Meeting, held et the Mira=Mer Hotel,
Serasote, Jenusry l2th, brought out & total sttenlsnce of
101 persons. Walter N, Munroe was re-electel as Council
President for his fourth term. Arthur E, Esthus end Fred
H. Gould were swarded the Sllver Beaver.

The necessity for a swimming pool at Cemp Flyinaihgle
eppesrs in the Board Minutes as of Janusry 12th.

During Aoniversery Week, & test of the Council's
Mobilizetion Plsn wes held, It Gisoclosed thet 324 of the
Scouts could be essembled within fifteen minutes, Lu%
within half en hour, end 50%F within an hour.

A Cemporee, held in cooperation with the Gulf-Ridge
Counocil et Bok Tower, Lake Weles, in April, hed 123 Suony
Land Councll Scouts and leesders perticipating.

Twenty-two Ses Soouts end five lesders attended the
Sea Scout Rendezvous at St, Petersburg in June,

The Manatee River received the Heslth Department's
approval for swimming, so a two-week camp et Cemp Flying
Eegle was held., It had 106 Scouts attending.

During the Summer the first Wer casueslty emong former
members of the Council took plece, Grieson Prince of Troop
8, Bredeanton lost his life when his ship went down, -

On September 21lst, Ernest L. Prior, Fort Myers, and
one of the oldest Scouters in polnt of service, dled., He
had served in many different cepecitles, was one of the
first (1921) reciplents of the Silver Beaver, and had been
elected, st the Januery annusl meeting, es an Honorsry
Life Mgmbar of the Council, He was camp director in 1939
and 1940,

e et
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Merit Bedge Expositlons were held in esrly October
in Brodenton and Sercsote,

During the latter pert of October, through November
erd into the eerly pert of December, the most successful
finance oampelgns of the Counclil's history were com leted,
Striving to achleve t.he%? 544 budget for the fiscal year
of 1943, a totel of %10, 06.00 was secured, with at least
an addih.onal $950,00 1n prospect. : il 55

In the fleld of Wear Service, 90,700 pounds of newse
peper end megezines end 17,898 pounds of rubber were
collected, It is impossible to even estimate the quantity
of scrap iron seoured, but it was lmmense. In addition,
12,000 coples each of two government war publications
were Gustributed from door-to=door throughout the Council
tarritm'yo

Decamber 318t found 46 rogistered Sunny Lend Council
Sea Soouts end lesders serving with the Armed Forces.,
Among- thees was Assistent Exeoutive Joha L, Shutt, who
resigned October 1st to eater the Navy, '

The yesr closed with & total membership of 712 Soouts
and 224 Cubs, for a grend total of 936 different bOys =
o nev membership penk in the history of the Councll.

1943

On Jenusry first, Walter Munroe begen hls fifth term
as president.

Due to wer-time transportstion problems, no ceantral
Counoll snnusl meeting wes attempted, In its place, dis-
trict mnnuel meetings were held at whleh the ennusl report
for 1942 was approved and Council elections held.

The second znnusl pilgrimege to Bok Tower, Lake Wales,
for e camporee took plece in April with 14l Scoute end
leaders participating.

The l{anat‘ee River having been once sgein condemned

far ewimuing by the Stete Board of Health, Cemp Flaming ~ i

Arrow, near Auburndale in Polk County, was reated, It
opened on July 3lst end 130 Scouts with eight lerbers
perticipated in the three-weeks sseson, The Council footed
tho-blil for the extra treansportstion expense, (The
Council had money, in those daysl)

The war, with its food-rationing, brought e great
meny new problens to running a camp, Eech boy hsd to bring
his ration book and s quarter po of suger. No oook
could be found, so the Scout Executives wife took over this
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Job, in spite o} the feol that she slso had e l5-month-old
beby to look after, The child had plenty of "baby=sitters",
however « in feoct, too many!

Buylng food far ocemp involved removing exectly so meny
blue stemps and 80 many red stemps from eech boy's retion
book. Then, srmed with e begful of these stemps, trips to
every food store la every towa within e ten-mile redius..

4 few neefed ltems might be foud in one store, one or two
more in eanother, then several "duds", But wherever food
was purchesed, those &nnoying little blue ani red stemps
hed to be counted out, one by one, and given to the clerk,
(1ike &3 not, she'd ocount 'em asain - Just being sure,)

ar-t ime readingﬁof & BOy Seout oemp wns & 5:30 A, M,

¥r, Georze E, Judd, of Fort Myers, some years earlier,
had given the Council twenty ecres of wild lend, north of
the Caloosohetohee Rlver, Socuts rarely used the place,
however, so in July he muagestel that the property be =old
and the proceeds used Lo laprove sny other site that night
bte selectod, The Board conourred and the twenty acres were

sold for aprromimetely $500, 00,

At cbout thils seme time, a ramsicockle "Scout house"
that stood on two Council-owned lots on Hoonle Street, Fort
lyer s, was.sold for $50,00, The buyer was a "squetter”
who'd Maken over® the sheack sane time before, He wag glven
& month ln whieh to move 1t, and the lots were subsequently
s0ld,

The Councll wns host, 4n early September, for e ren-
Gezvous of South Floride Seea Joouss, The three-day affair
wag held et Fort lyers with 96 boys end lesders Crom six
ccuncils participating,

The flscal yeer closed on Ootober 3lst with a $2,000,00

surplus in the bank at interest. Money wes 80 plentlful

that, when & men from the Home Office staff came down t0

put oo & weoek-end Benlor Scout institute, the Council. psaid

each leeder's holel and meal expenses - and the affair took

place at a "swonky” Winter=resort hotel} ‘

¥hea Fleld Executlve Robert E, Holleday )eft, December

24th, for induotion into the army, he broucht to é? the

number of registered Scouts and lesders serving in the armed

service. : o
The year's war servioe included farm work, plenting

Victory gardens and distribution of the Office of Wer Infore

mation's weekly posters,
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Due 1a large pert to the loss of lsaders to the .
ermed forces, the year closed with o nct loss of flve troops
There wos, hovever, & net increase in reglistered boys,
with 991 on the rolls on December 3lst -~ & new "high",

1944

A convention~type ennusl meseting wes held 1n Sarasots
on Jenuery 27th, with the afternoon dbuslness session being
held in the First Methodlst Church and the avening dinner
ness lon &t the Mirs-Mar Hotel., VWealter N. Munroe wos
re-elected president for his sixth term,

For the first time in Counclil history, the 1,000-boy-
membershlip merk was reached in Fedruery with the enrolle-
ment of Scout Jack Gllvert in Troop 3, Saresote. In
recognltlion of this, young Gilbert wes given a complete
Scout uniform.

On Merch 3lst, 279 Soouts and leséers, represeanting
38 putrols from seventesn diffcrent troops, went to Bok
Tower, Leke Vales, for & two-dsy cmmporec with the Gulfe
Ridge Council, Total attendsnce from the two ocounclils
was more than eleven hundred. -

The Councll was scddened when, on April 1l5th, tregedy
struck Brafenton's colored troop fi4. & truck trange
porting Scouts to Bok Tower's snnucl Negro Day, overturned
neaxr the villege of Brewster, Two of the boys were killed
end five others were seriously injured, Twelve hours
efter the accident, woluntary eontributlons for their oare
sterted pouring 1o end, when, some months later, all bills
were peld, nearly $200,00 still remsined In the fund. This
wes glven to the Gulf-Ridge Council towards the establish=-
ment of a Negro camp, ~

The Sunny Lend Heelth end Sefety committes mnde
searching lnguiry and ocame up with the finding thet the
accident was due solely to mechanical fallure of ths.
truck's steerlng gear. IV recommended future pre-use
iaspection of all wvehicles used in the transportation of
boys,

15
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An extensive sampling of Manatee River water, from
five miles above camp to five miles below, wes made b{ a
representative of the Florlde State Board of Health, in the
Spring of 1944. His exhaustlve report gave approvei to the
rivor for swimning except in times of high weter. The recome
mendstion wes male, however, thet a cemp swimming pool be
provided just es soon as funds would allow,
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Immedietely upon reoeipt of this report, mechinery
woe set in motlon towards seouring from the Manntec County
Development Associetion & long-term lease on the Flyling
Bogle property., A 99-year lence wos eXxecuted on June
25th, £/ two-room cottoge on the neor=by Hutchinson pro-
party was purcheced, moved to the c¢conp and ebout $2,500 ,00
spent o repelirs end edditicns, This thern became the |
carc-toker's home and Mr. and Mrs, Cliff Willloms were
hired es the care-tekers,

Cemp opened on June first ond ran with a capascity
ettendence for four woeks, 169 campers were there for &
totel of 249 boy-weeks,

District swimming and field mcets were additionel
Bunmer cctivities,

The Sarasots XKiwenis Club, vhich hal served as trustee
for the money arising from the sele of the Camp CGuapertsz
property, hed esked the Council, ln 1943, to assume this
trustesship. The Executive Board consented end the trcons-
fer wos aede, by Court ordar, on 2pril 15, 1944, &5,274,30
wes turned over to the Council - §5,000.,00 erising from the
sale, plus esccunulated interest,

The old Royaol Pelm Council hed used, for meny years,
2 five~acre comp=-site on the Calooszhatohee River, about
fifteen miles enst of Fort Myers. This was by permission
of thc owvnér., The letter decided, in 1944, that he wopted
to sell, cnd offered the trecet to the Council for $1,500.00,
Deteils of the transectlion and subssquent developments ere
ton involved to go into st this polnt. It 1s sufflcient
for the present to coy that the purchase was aande cnd the
property become & "klng-slze hesdeache", with minunderstendings,
runors, acousations cnd denlals that persist to this day,

On October 19th, ¢ destructive hurricrne swept Floridat's
west coast, The Scouts, particulsrly those of Breientom
4id 8 flne service job, Working urder the direction of %he :
Red Crogs, they servel cs messengers, warned beach residents,
worked ot refugee ccaterp cnd mede refugee-~housing surveys.
Severel older Sccuts worked with the State Highwey Patrol
right throwh the storm, .
In the fleld of war service, Scouts and Cudbs s0ld & totai-,
of $71,610,00 in bopds, during the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth
Vor Loon campalgns, Uncounted tons of scrap peper were
selvergel end thousends of O, W, I. posters distridbuted,
Scouts worked on ferms in the North,.in home gerdens end
in eenning plents,

The sqult lesdership cf the Council was strbilized
somewhet throuch the use of older men who were beyond draft
sre, Several of our Senior Scouts enlisted, however, and
the Honor Roll on December 31lst bore 88 nemes compared with
€9, a year before.
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The yesr Blosed with e meabership of 781 Scouts and
249 Cubs = & total of 1,030 different boys.

1245

The Annuel Mesting of the Councll was held on
Jenuery 23rd, in the Firet Presbyterian Church, It was
strictly a business session and the attendance was small,

The Council's oldest Troop, No. 5, of Punta Gorde,
celebrated its 25th anniversery with a comnunity perty
and Soout Field Meet on March 30-31,

hgsistant Scout Exeoutlve, Don B. Benzle, resigned
as of March 31st, ond the Council was without a ficld man
for the banlonoe of the year., The S¢out BExecutlive aspent
a portion of tho flrst end third wecks of cach month in
the sggghern part of the Council, until a sucocssor eouwld
be {0 .

Consldersble work was done an Ceop TFlyling Bogzle
durinz the soring months., The 0ld wooden bunks were torn
out and stesl oofd were substituted, the kitchen wes en-
lergel, the First 214 room wes c¢elled, the dock was
ralsed and s new flag pole erected,

Camp Opened oa May 31st end ron for 2 periold of four

wesks, durlag whioh tize 157 dlifferent Scouts, representing

13 troops sttended for e total of 245 voy-weeks, In
additicn to thls, Txoop 33, Neplecs, held its cwn conp for
g perliod Of ane week, with ten Scouts end Scoutmsster
abtbend ing,

The Council celebrated its tweantleth anniverssry at
the annusl meoting Leld on Decamber lith iz Palmetto,
Reglonal Scout Executive %, A, Dobson was the spesker,
~ Walter K, wWuaros, who hed gerved with outstend ing success

es president for gevea yesrs, retired from this office,
In recognliticn of his long record of servics, Mrs, F. B,
Crownlnshield presented hiam with & Soroll of Appreciation
besriong the names of 88 Scouters. ‘

Seoubs gontinued thelr war service, durlng the yesr,
by collectlng paper, tin osns snd other matericl, working
on ferms and by solling war boads. The Council coatribue
ted $50.00 to the World Triendship Fund to help wlth the

reestablishment of Scouting in receantly-liberated countries,

The yeer ended with e membership of exaotly one
thousand boys = 746 Scouts eond 254 Cubs.
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POST=WAR YEARS « 1946-1950

1946 brought & let-Qown 1in interest end enthusiasm
on the part of both Scouts sand leaders, Chlefl amonz the
fectors contributing to this was relief from the tensions
of the war years, ©Suffering in the general decline were
pdvancement and attendance et District spd Councllewlide
aotivities,

Membership went down badly d uring the yesr, but in
the lest three months rallied to quite an extent,

On Jenuary léth, ¥, R. "Bill" Eanis, Jr., became
Fleld Exsoutive, with responsibility for the southern
part of the Council territory.

Considersdble work wes done on Cemp Flylng Eegle during
the Spring months, The kitchen was widened by fourteen
feet and a second hand, walk-in type refrigerator was in-
stalled, The Pelmetto Methodlst Church gave a sheet~
metal dullding to the camp., This had stood, for
years, on & lot st the corner of 8th Avenue end 4th Street,
where it servel ss the meeting plece for the church's troop.
At oemp, it became, first, the staff's cebln eand, later,
efter considersble elterstion, the present Health Lodge.

The annual Council ocsmp operated for four weeks, in ..
epite of a widespread polic eplidemic, The largest pere L
centage of white boys ever to sttend camp from Sunny Land
Council wes present -- en even 25%,

" The interests of Clewiston and Moore Haven being more
closely tied with the Bast Coast and the feot that the
West Pelm Beach office of the Gulf Stream Council is some
one bundred miles closer to them then the heasiquarters of
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the Sunny Lend Council, led these two camnunities, in the
spring of 1946, to seek germlasion to withdraw and affili-
ete themselves with the Gulf Stream Council. This pere
mission was granted by the Executive Boasrd on June 12th,
and & new boundary line between the two Councils was estabe
lished,

Swimning Meets were held in the Fort Myers end Sarae
sotn<ianstee Districts during July, August snd September,
A Council-wide meet was held in Fort Myers on Labor Day,
when & fine new trophy, donated by R, A, Henderson, wes
gt. up for competition for the first time., It was won by

oop 18, Fort Myers.

A Scout lesders'! Pow-Wow was held at Cemp Flying Eagle
in Ootober, with thirty men taking part.

The Counoil oclosed the year with a membership of 233
Cub Soouts, 677 Boy Scouts and 28 Senlor Scouts -- 938 dif-
ferent boys,

1947

The year opened with the re-election of Jemes A,
Franklin ss Counclil president, et the annusl meeting held
in Jenusry in Fart ¥yers, Fred H, Gould retlred after
sixteen years of service - the last ten of these &s Council
treasurer, The Council elected him to honorery life mem=-
bership, but he 414 not live long to enjoy this distinction,
He dled, less then two yeers later, on December 17, 1948.

In March, 8 two=day Scoutoree was held et Boca Grande,
with ¥rs, ¥, B, Crowninshleld and Troop 13 serving as
hostess end host, More then three hundred Socouts snd
leasders took part,

Consideredble work was done at Camp Flying Eagle in
preparation for the 1947 season, A butene geas range and
tenk were instelled, & new doock was built et the water-
front and en infirmery was added to the Health Lodge,

But, best of ell, eleotric power was brought into the camp,
doing eway with the necessity for 2 gesolline-powered gen-
eretor to keep the refrigerator golng #nd dolng away with
the hazsrd of kercsens lanterns to light the cabins snd
dining hell,

- The Floride Power and Light Company stoged an eleborste
beef-barbecue at the cemp on June 25th to celebrate the ex=-
tension of its lims, All of the customers served by the
extension were invited « end cane,

Sy -
- u,



40

Juige W, T. Harrison, former Council president, gave
the cemp two old lanterns that have en interesting histary.
They originelly hung from the draw-bridge thot gpanned the
Manatee River from 9th Street, East, Bradenton, t0 Palmetto,
The bridge wes built in 1910 end torn down in 1922, The
lenterns were then moved to the old Snead's Islend cut-off
bridge end hung fran the draw, there, until 1932, They.now
han% over the flireplesce in the camp 5-in1ng hall,

23.9% of the reglstered white Soouts ettended camp for
8 wsek Or more. »

Four district swinming mests were held during the
Summer, culmineting in the ennual Councll Meet, held at
Lido Pool, Serasota,

Seven 'Sanior Scouts, under the direction of Field Execu-
time Bill Ennls end Tom L. Burgess, went to Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico for & two-weak‘s stey. :

Eogle Scouts Harlen Farrar and Bill ' Shultz, Fort
KMyers, went to the International Scout Jembores in France,
in August.

Most regretsbly, because of her ege, Mrs. Crowninshield
found it necessery in August to resign from ective partici-
pation in the Councll's ectivitles. The Exeoutive Board
inmedictely oonferred upon her en hosorary life membership,
(She pessed cway, at an sdvenced age, in Moy, 1958.)

The Council wrs saddened by the death of two of its
finest lenders -- Williem 8, Lesk, Conmnitteemen of Troop
3, Beresote, who was drowned while swimming at Lide, on
June 19th; end "Uncle Den" Smith, Committeeman of Troop
6, Serssota, who dled on October 2Uth,

The Crluse Lodge, Order of the Arrow, dedicated, on
Sundey, December 28th, & cemp memorial to Mr, Lesk - &
drinking fountein with shelter,

The Council?®s Annuel Meoting wes held at the Barssota
Bay Country Club, Ssresote, early in December, €. Roviend
Shennon, Bredenton, wes elected president rnd Fred L,
Betterton, Fort Myers, was awarded the Sllver Beaver,

‘lh
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The Council closed the yenr with s membership of 325
Cub Soouts, 641 Boy Scouts and 39 Senlor Soouts -- 8 grand
total of 1,005 different bOys,

-

1948

The Council wes hopored with & three-dsy visit, in
Jenuery, by Dr, end Mrs, Joha A, Stiles, former Chief Scout
Commissionar of the Censdien Boy Scouts Assoclation, Dre
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Stiles wes ‘the spesker ot & meeting of Scouts, leaders
end perents at the Soresotes Municipel Auditorium, January .
22nd, and the following night et the Royal Palm District's
snnusl dinner,

The second snnuasl Sooutoree wes held in Arcsdia on
April 22pd4, About 225 Boouts end lesders took part.

Camp Flying Eegle opened on Sunday, June 13th, end
ren for o period of three weeks. 112 different Scouts
attended for n total of 172 boyeweeks,

An n0ld-timer" reunion was held at the camp on June
30th, with & grest many former cempers and Soouters attending

The ennual Council swimming meot was held in Fort
Myers on September 4th, The R, A. Henderson Swimalng Trophy
vwes permanently retired, hevling besn won threc times by
Troop 18, Fort Myers, ..

Junior Officers Training Conferences were held at
Camp Flying Eegle on Gotober 23-24 end at Cemp Ropaco, Octo-
ber 16-17, & total of 110 junior leceders attended and re-
celved certificetes, ‘

On Tuesdey efternoon, November lst, a test of the
Council's Emergency Mobil!zation Plen wes cnlled, It was
quite successful in thet jJust slightly less than 504 of

the totsl Seout membership wes assembled withln one hour,

As a service project, in connectlon with the Emergency
iobilizetlion, the Scouts distributed 15,000 "VOTE" handbills
throughout the entire area, These were providel 2nd pald
for by the Council, '

, Three Cemporees were held on Fridey ap? Seturdey,
November 26-27 - one each in Fort Myers, Punta Gorde anmd
Bradenton, Attendance end participation were small,

An "Mventure Expeditlon” for Senlor Scouts was held
on December 28-30, Forty-two younz men nond thelr lecders
set up & base camp at Bverglades City. The affeir, first
of 4tz kind held by the Council, was quite successful,

The Annunl Meetlag of the Sunny Land Councll wes held %,
in Bradenton on December 15th, The banquet portion was
attecded by 120 persons, Dr, H. W. Hurt wes the spesker,

C. Rowlend Shennon wes elected to & second term as Council
President, end the Silver Beaver Awaerd was presented %0
Dr. L. B, King, bredenton, '

Tred H. Gould, Councll Treasurer for more than ten
yeers prior to his retirement in 1946, died December 17th.
Soouts of Bradenton, on the 20th (da{ of his funersl)
planted 1,500 slagh=pine seedlings &t Gamp Flylng Eagle
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end nrned the planting "The Fred Gould Memorial Grove".,

The Nstlonnl Oouncil credited Sunny Lend wlth the
followinz December 3lat membership: 14 Cub Pecks, 36
Scout Troops, 5 Senlor Units; 364 Cudb Scouts, 685 Boy
Soouts, 62 Senlor Soouts, Hsving shown & galn over the
Janurry lat figures on all six items, the Councll recelyed
the coveted H. Suith Riocherdson Award,

1349

The first Everﬁladee Ssnlor Scout expedition took
plece during the 1948 Christmos holldays, with 42 young
men snd lesders perticipating. Based on the Everglades
City golf course, & boat tour was mode into the Ten
Thousend Isleads sres end & trip by logging trein through
the Swamp to the Lee Cypress Company's operations, deep
in the heert of the 'Glesdes. Also visited were Royal
Paln Haanock Stoate Park and the oll field et Sunnilend.

The Area J (Floride) meeting of the Order of the
Arrow wes held at Cemp Flying Bogle March 25-27, with the
Council's Calusa Lodge as host,

On December 20, 1948, the dey of the funarsl of former
Councll treasurer Fred H, Gould, Bralenton Scouts planted
1,500 pine seedlings at the comp and called the planting
"The ¢Gould Memorial Grove". Not to be outdone, Sarasota
Scouts, early in Jenusry, plented 3,000 seedlings %o be
known &8 "The Den Saith lemorial Grove®., Smith, for many
years before his death, hed been one of Seresota's most
enthusiastic leaders, Unfortunstely, the Winter end Spring
of 1949 were unusually dry end meny of the geedlings 4id
not survive,

162 Scouts attended the Summer sesson at Flying
Eagle far & totel of 191 boy-weeks,

" ¥r, 7. H, Burgees, chelrmap of the ecemping snd sctivi-
tles coumittee, reported et the June 22nd neeting of -the
Board thet 249 Soouts had attended a Council Scouteoree in
Puante Gorda, posters hed been distributed for the Treasury
Department and the Florida Forestry Assooistion, and that
22 Senior Scouts and three leaders were, at taat tims,
attending e Senlor Scout Repmdezvous at the Jacksonville
Haval Air Stetlon. ,

L Councll Rendezvous for Senior Scouts was held on
Serzsota beach on the week-end of Qotober 8-9, A paine
ful, yet somenhet humorous &ffslr of tals activity wes
the bell whioch the Seresote Seniors put on for thelr out-
of-town visitors, The Lido Beach ballroom was reanted, @
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fine archestra‘angaged, & good floor-show arranzed, and a
greot host of sweet young ledles invited to @erve as deancing
pertners, On the fateful night, however, the orchestra
errived, the floor show arrived, the nice young ledies, all
in thelir best perty dresses, arrived - but the Senior Scouts
---==~} Heshful, they hung back and refused to dence, The
occeslon ended with the pirls dsncing with ecch other,- (But
the floor show and the refreshments were excellent})

1950

. A Boout cirous, Jolnt venture of the Menatee end Sarae
sota Districts, was held in Merch with excellent participetion
end attendance, sand the annusl camporee took plsce in
frcedie on April 28-29. The latter, however, was a fiasco,
vith only fowr troops taking part, ‘

The sheete-metal building thet hed been given to the
comp by the Polmetto Mothodist Chursh & few yesrs before,
end usod as the staff cabln, was, in the spring of 1550,
moved to its present locaotion and rebullt to serve es e
Henlth Lodge. Twenty individuals, clubs, churchos end
businesses made this possibdle, . '

214 Boyé attended camnp, thet summer

The Second Wet lonsl Jmabores took plece at Valley Forge,
Pennsylvenie, froa June 30th to July 6th., Thirty-five
Sunry Land Scouts partieipsted with Dr. James G. Goodyenr
servinz as Scoutmaster. The Asslstents were A, K, Willlamson
end John Hnhgen, Jr, Field Executive LeRoy Starrett was a
menber of the Jambaree Ssct ional Steff, '

Other activities of the yosr were two district and a
Council swluuling meet, distriot and Council Scoutorees
end participation in the mnnual Explorer Rendezvous at the
Nevel Alr Station, Jecksonville,

_ ~The tweaty-fifth annuel mceting of the Council wes

beld 1n Sarasote on December 1lth., The banguet took place
at the Orenge Blossom Hotel with MacKlnlay Kantor and
Regionsl Executive W, A, Dobson as the speskers, Honored 2o

guests woere some twelve men who hed ploncered Scouting in 8
the srez in the erly deys of the Council,
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THE AMAZING YEARS « 1951-1959

Mrs, Allce L. Steele, widow of a Chloago phgslcian
end surgeon, died in Beresota in 1950 and left $500.00
in her will "for the benefit of Sarzsota Boy Scouts", It
wos recelved early in 1951 snd put eside for future use
83 "The Alice L. Steele Memorisl Fund”.

Another bequest ceme by the will of Malcolm S.
Edmond, of Bradenton and Richmond, Virginie, This
amounted to $3,650.00, Both bequests were pleced in e
savings end loen account,

Thers was a oonsiderndble refund to 1950 Jembores
Scouts, The lastter sgreed to turn this over to the
Council for some needed cemp project, The Camp Committee
suggested that 2 new end more adequate dock be built, and
‘this wos done in time for the 51 cemp season.

By Board sctlion in November, the Booa Grende, Chare
lotte 2nd DeSoto Distriects were combined into one to be
known a3 the Peace River Distrioct, effective Jenuery 1,
1952, (The plan did not succeed, however, Charlotte
County Scouters would not drive the 25 miles to Arocedle,
nor DeSoto men ths same dlstence for meetings in Punta
Gorde - end Boca Grande never attended anywherel)

1952

: Whet to do with the Gumpertz Trust Fund, now grown

to $6,692,94, came up 8t & meeting ®f the Board in February,
1952, 1t wes egresd thet & training center at ocomp was
needed and would be & fitting memorisl to Mrg, Gumpertz,
Plans end e weter-color sketch were cbtelned from the
National Council's engineering service., Mr, Gumpertz died
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however, before they could be shown to him for his epprovel,
It was declded to proceed anywry, but the effort wes
blooked by the Court. When approsched for e&n order to re-
lease the Fund, it said that in its oplnion the intent wes
thet the money should be gpent in Saresota County only =
end the ocamp 1s loceted in Menatee County,

DeSoto County, the Council's *problem child™ since the
Roynl Palm Council merger in 1937, was put an & "maileser-
vice only" basls, on June 18, 1955. The county's troops
end Scouters hed never participated to any extent® in the
Council's eotivitles, nor had it et sny time mede attempt
to carry its shere of the finenciel burden, though seversl
hundred dollers ocdllected in the neme of the Boy Scouts of
Amerioa ley idle In an sccount in the DeSoto Ketionsl Bank,
Several bullding lots, willed to the "Arcedia Boy Soouts®
were also evailable for sale.

The Boerd in October agreed to use the Edmond bequest
to bridge Manetee River, et oamp, to open up the lerge,
wocded erea on .the peninsule for an Explorer cemp.

A bequest from the estoate of the lete Oscar B, Mueller,
emounting to $1,267.00 wes recelved in October, but action
gstto Just how it should be uged was postponed until e leter

ate, .

Among the yesr's activit les were Explorer encempments
at MaoDill Alr Force Base, Tampa, end the Jncksonville
Naval Alr Stetlon, the placing of 400 "Register and Votel™
plecerds end of lé 000 "Votel™ door-knd» hangers on the eve
of Election Day, Other services, az usuel were performed
for several organizations,
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The cemp brlidge, built from the Emond begquest et a
cogt of $3,517.00, wes completed in early June - but not
according to the originel design approved by the Corpa of
Army Inginears, It was to have beex of the ceble-suspension
type, the desicner sssuring the Council that he could secure
used csble from the Otis Elevator Compeay. Ceble was ufe ET
aveileble, howver, from this or eny other source. This '
necessitoted an applicetion to the Carps of Engineers for
epprovel of the bridge es built, with four pilings in the
river's channel, The Engineers, after much correspondence
and subnission of new drawings, finally epproved, but with
considarable reluctance,

The designer hed also mde an error in his celoulee
tions ss % length of the bridge, When completed, the two
ends lecked some elght feet of romohing the river banks,
Scouters bullt the approaches of used lumber, The sontractor,
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for his part, mis-ocsloulated on the time it would teke
to bulld the bridge end it wes not completed uantll three
deys ofter the Explorer c¢amp begen, Food end woter,
during thet period, were sent by boat,

, The bridge, by reason of poor design, poor warkmene
ship and poor meteriels, continued to be a serlous pros~
blem until the Surmer of 1958, when, by Board ection, it
was condemned es dangerous ané takea out of use. = e

224 Boouts ettended the 1953 Summer ocemp, incluling
thirteen Explorers at Cemp Edmond, for & total of 337
boy-wee ks,

Elgh teen Scouts went to0 Californie far the Third _
Nat lonal Jamboree, held et Irvine Ranch near Los Angeles,
They were led by U, S, Cleveland &s Scoutmaster and E, V.
Belley, Assistent, The Scout Executive served as equip-
ment officer on the Regglon 8ix sectioneal staff,

A delegation of Deloto County c¢itizens, hesdel by
Hugh G. Jones, Arcadis, eppeared before the Executive Board
at its September meeting, Jomes said that Scouting hed
ceased to exist in the county since the day, fifteen months
befors, when it hed been put on mall service, The group
wished to reorganize the aistrioct end becoms & particl-
pating member of the Council. Convinced of the group's
slncerity, it wus "welcomed with open arms end without
reservatlion",

1224

Extensive workiwes done on the camp in the Spring
of the year. Using the Mueller bequest end a $700,00 gift
of the E, E, Bishop Foundation, & conorete~blook bullding
for the cemp office and trading post, and a similarly con=-
structed tool-storage and pump-house were dbullt. Three
of the sleeping casbins were moved to give a wider dispersal.

Through the efforts of long~time Boerd membsr #&nd
Council past-president George X, Judd, a $2,500,00 donation
from his firm of Judd & Detweller was recelved. This was
placed in the Reserve Ascount, R

Welter M, Munroe, Council president for the seven
years - 1938-1945 inolusive = dled Merch 24, 1954, Following
hie ret irement eas President, he served &s Sunny Lend's
representative on the Nstlonal Council from 1946 to his
denth., He waz e thoroughly good men, BMuch of the Counciltls
prgsent fim foundation is Gue to his thought, patience and
effort, '
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Six troops sent a total of 14 patrols to & joint
comporee with the Gulf-Ridge Council et Bok Singlng
Tower, lake Weles, in the late Spring., The affair wes
not too sucocessful,

Nine Explorers, led by 4, 8, "Bill" Zoller, Bradenton,
weat to Philmont in July,

During this same moath, Scouts colleoted e quantiti
of new snd used uniforms end equlpment and shipped these
to the Scouts of South Korea, -

After meny months of cereful ianvestigstion snd pla
the Serensota District ceme before the September 28th meeting
of the Boerd with a proposel, It wes, in brief, to build
a8 Council headquarters office on the North Tamiemi Trail
Serasote, on property to be had on long-term lease from £he
Floride Power and Light Company. It would use, for the
purpose, the Guupertz Memorisl Trust Fund, now amounting
to $7,210.17, the Alloce Steel dequest which, with accrued
interest, smounted to $550.77, and would secure whatever
extre money might bs needed fram interested Sarasota
oitizens end buuinesses, :

The Council hesdquerters having existedl for many
years in two smell, hot and crowded rooms on the second
floor of a downiown Bredenton bullding, the offer was
socepted enthuslastlicelly., It was sgreed that the new
bullding should be known as the Guapertz Memorisl hende
guarters, end that the confereance room, as the Alice L.
Stecle Memoriel Room. )

£t the request of President -Eisenhower, the year's
natlonal Good Turn wes conservetion, Sunny Land members
carried through an estonishing number and veriety of Pro=
Jects in this field,
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Sunzer cemp sttendence hed grown to & point where
edd itional eocammodetions were absolutely essentlal, OCon-
sequently, the sheck that hed been used ss & handieraft %oy
shop was equipped with double-~deck bunks, and the front '
well of the dining hell was knocked out so0 thet what hed
been & porch could be used far edditionel tebles, 1954ts
Explorer cemp in the wooded erea on_the pepinsula, acroas
the Eimond Wrldge, hed proved unsuccessful. Only eight
boys hed ettended, The tent camp there was, therefore,
expendel in 1955 t0 care for twe Scout troops, and has been
immensely populsr ever since,
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‘ 313 Scouts attended Flying Eagle during the Summer
season - & nev "high", )

-~

Four Explorers snd a leader spent twelve days at
Philmont.

Three Explorers esnd the Soout Executive attended the
Warld Jemboree at Nisgerae-on-the-lake, Onterio, Canads,
in August, . '

"Growing peins” also necessiteted, on November lst,
tile mizger of the Peace River Distriot with the Royal Palm
District, ’

Herbert Braren, & contrsotor ond one of the Councll's
most conscienticus Board members, offered to take over and
suporvise the erection of the headquarters o fice bdbuilding.
Not content with thls, he personally approached his friends
in ths bullders'! supply business end seoured the necesssry
meteriecls at coast, Other friends of Scouting contributed
ebout §$2,000,00 in coesh. Added to the memoriel funde
avelloble, & dbullding valued st more than $15,000,00 re-
sulted. Sufflcient money remained to furnish it with new
desks and equipment,

Work was btogun on July 15th end the office wes noved
t> the pew building on September 26th., The first meeting
held in the Steesle Memoriel Conference Room took plece the
followlng evenlng, when the Executive Board met there. -The
officiel dediontion, with & recol¥ption end "open house",
come on Sunday afternoon, Novembsr 27th, '

1956 ,

Eight Sunny Land Explorers snd the Scout Executive
Jolned with 8 group from & North Carolina Councll for a
trip to Cuba in July., A little over & week was spent 4in
Havens end ipn touring the island,

Five Explorers end en adult lesder went to Philmont
and sixteen boys and lesders took part in the annusl rendez-
vous et the Jacksonville Naval Alr Station, 108 Zxplorers
gnd lesders spent three days ot MeoDill Air Force Bese,
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At the Annuel meeting of Decenber llth, the elective
yenr. of the Council, until this timeé on & calendar-yeosr
besls, wes changed to & September L - August 31 term, with
annual meetings to be held in Juns, Officers end Board
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members eclected et this Decemder llth meeting were to
serve only uatil August 31, 1957,

21,000 door-knob hengers, in the shope of a Liderty
Bell and reminding eitizens of their duty to vote, were
pleced by Cubs, Scouts and Explorers on Election Day eve,

There hod boon, for o lonp time, the need for some
fora of e dignifiel eward on a Diatriot level, for
Scouters that hed rendered outstending service. This
need wrg met when, st this same anousl meeting, euthorie
zatlon was glven far & citation to be known 88 "The Live
Cox Aword™, The requirements apd qualifications for this
were approved at the same session,

1957

A two-gtory structure that had once housed the
pulplt end cholr rooms of the Whitfleld Estrates Presbye
terlen Church - one af the country's first drive-in
churches -~ was glven to the Council early in the year
end wes movel $0 camp, ‘The following year it was re=-
novated, a porth aided, furniture secured, and now
gerves &s & "fanmlly cabln" for the wives cud children
of Soout lesders while the latter have thelr boys in
Oamp.

The 28-yeer-old camp hed hed ao mejor building re-
plecenments sinos its first sesson. The rodfs and floors
of the slesplng esblns were in such stete that, ss one
Bozrd member put it, "We're now putting patches on the
patchesi®, '

The camping conmittee,with ths enthusisstic help
of ¥r, George E, Juld hed prepared s comprehensive bro-
chure of cemp needs, and this hed been widely distriduted,
It wes felt thet if & "pilot model™ troop-unit could be
built end exhiblted, it would help mscure others, Nr,
duld gave eprrovel, for thils purpose, of the use of the
§2, 754,00 Reserve thet he hed made poseible in 195y,
Modified edlirondsck=type shelters were contributed by
the Bredenton Llons Club, the Sarssote Rotary Club end P
¥r, Lewrence K, Jemnings, a wealthy neighba., The new
unit wes used that Summer for the first time,

At the June acnual meeting, the officers and Boerd
menbers then in office were re-eslected to serve a full
yvear, beglinning September lst,

33 Soouts and four adult leaders attendsd the

Hetlonel Jembores at Valley Forge, Pennsylvenia, in



July, The leaders were George E. Weeks, Scoutmaster;
Fred Riégel, dr., ané Reymond Edge, Assistents, and

the Scout Executive, The lotter ssrved as Comulssary
Officer on the Reglcnal steff,

Ceamp Ropaco, built es a district weekeend onmp in
1944 by Roysl Pelm District citizens at e cost of some
$11,000,00 for lend ard dbulldings, had been the subject
of lively cortroversy almost from its beginning, No care-
tcker living on the plece, the elaborate endlns were the
frequeat targets of vandsls, and less-desirsble elements

of surrounding communities used the camp for wild parties,

There wns also, at times, considerebles pollution in the
river where the boys swam, neoesslteting the erection of
slgns forbidd Ing swimming,

At verlous times the Board was urged to dispose of
the csmp, but when word of this got back to Port lyers,
old-timers would "rlise up". Conditions renched such o
state ln 1957, however, thest the Boord delivered an ultie-
matum to the District = teke enre of the place or the
bulldings would be torn down, At the October 7th meeting
the Royal Pelm Distriet fomselly asked that the bulldings
be removed end the site maintoninel in B8 ®raw™ gtate",

The Boeard euthorized this-action,

Mrs, Merie Selbg-. Saresota, wldow of .the late Williem
P. Selby, offered £10,000.00 with which to build two com-
plete troop-cemp units et Flylng Eagle, This wos an-
nounced &t the November Board mesting, Coupled with it,
wog the edditional offer frau the trustees of the Selby
Foundation of §$5,000,00 towards the bullding of & swimming
%c;ol ot the camp. This was, however, conditioned upon

¢ Council's seocuring the balance necessary (about
$31,000,00) -within one year,

Hr. Lewrenc¢s Jennlinge, owner of en estate adjoining
the canp on the east, wishel possession of one sacre of
the Council's lease, necarest to his nouse, eoffering in
exchénge five meres thot were, from the cemp's standpoint,
very much more desirsble. The "swap" was effectsed in
November, :

The year closed on & happy note, Mr, and Mrsz, Arthur
Anierson, of Chlcago and Foart Myers Beach, gove thelir
34~foot boet, with & replacement velue of $35,000,00, to
the Council to be sold and the proceeds used for cazp im=-
provemants,

The Council 's mejor "Good Turn®™ project of the year
ceme in eerly December when & usel-clothing drive wasg put
on for Goodwill Industries of St, Petersburg. An osti-
mated 19,750 bags of materlel were collected,
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The two new troope-comp units furnisghel by Mrs, Selby
were completed in J’qnuary end used that summer,

The winter and spring were the ooldest and most mis-
ersble in the memory of the oldest Floridas reslident, There
Just wesn' acy merket for dbosts, no matter how fine nor
ot whet price., The Boord wog compelled to dispose of the
Andersen vesssl for $10,000,00,

The annucel threo-desy encampment ot MacDill Alr Base,
vhich, yeer rfter year, hed greater ettemlance, rousht
our 137 Kzplorers «nd lecliers for the September affair,

Concluding the noticnel safety "Good Turn® project,
the boys dlstribvuted 20,000 Home Zmergenoy pamphlets for
the Clvil Defense Authority in October,

Only sbout 312,000,00 of the necessary $21,000,00
for the camp pool hevin~ been secured by the November 1Cth
decd-1l1ne, Fregiiernt Heradn esgked for end secured & siXe
month extension from the trusmtees of the Selby Foundation,

1233

This yenr cpencd on & nobte of sadness with the tregle
decth, on Januery l0th, of Gordon B, EKnowles, Jr., in ean
sutomoblile eccldent. He was &n Eegle Scout, had served
68 & cemp sbteff menber snd wes & member of the Executive
Boerd, serving several tcrms as chelrman of the camping
conmittee, He was to have been given his l5-yesr veteren
evward at the Recognition Dinner that fell on the evening
of the day of hies funerszl.

8ix weeks later, on Februsry 22nd, Judge ¥. T. Herrison,
enother Scouter of meny yeors service, dled, The juime,
ective since 1922 hed been one of the 1925 organizers of
the Suany Lerd Council. He served two terms es president,
19289, during which time Camp Flying Begle wes purchased
and buht. He wasg president of the speclal carporntion S
set up to hold title to the property. Leter he becons '
Council Conmissicner « & post that he held until 1944, He
rerely missed e Board meeting during his nlneteen yoars
of rotlve service,
A new, ell-tine membership peak wes schieved on March
31st, when for the first time, 2,%00«boy polnt wes pesscd
end stlll enother pesk was reached the followlng menth
vien 2,933 boys, plus 1,191 edult leaders wore reached,
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On May 1l4th, realizetion of a 25-year dream was
made possible through a $10,000,00 gift from the Selby
Foundetion of Sarasota. This contribution, plus those
of severel other individuals and companies, and utilizing
the $10,000,00 resulting from the sale of Mr. Andersen's
boat made possible the buillding of the much-needed
swimming pool at Camp Flying Eagle. Construction began
the following day. .

The camp swimming pool, though not completed, was
used for the first time on Saturday morning, June 27th,
when second week campers got in for a lO-minute "dip".

It was used bty the third- and fourth-week campers and then
closed down completely until work could be completed and
State Board of Health approval secured.

In November, a "college preview" for Explorers was
held at the University of Florida, Gainesville. 44 boys
end eleven adult leaders attended the three-day affair.

Roy L. Henderson, Jr., formerly of the Philadelphia
Council, was employed es District Executive for the Royal
Palm District, on December first. Russell Hild, who had

- gserved that district for six years was moved to the Manatee

District and beceme its first District Executive.

When Christopher Key Jjoined Troop 17, Bradenton, early
in December, he became the Council's 3,000th member. He
was the grandson of Charles N, Wilson, who served the
Sunny Land Council as Executive from 1929 until May, 1935.

The year closed with a boy-membership of 3,109, plus
1,255 adult leaders - a 9.8% net increase for the year,

1960

The year's activitises began with the Council's annual
Becognition Dimner, held in Fort Myers on January 12th,
with more than 160 persons in attendance.

The drive for used clothing for the Goodwill Industries
was a Scout Week activity end resulted in the.collection
of 17,365 bvegs of material.

72 Explorers and leaders attended a 3-day Explorer
Encampment at MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, February
26-28th,

A 22-foot boat donated by Mr. Harcld J. Cruger, Sarasotsa,
was sold for $2,000,00 and the money used to meke up an
operating fund deficit.
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Sarasota packs end troops put on a most successful
"Scouting in Acting" show in the Municipal Auditorium, in
May. A met profit of arout $700,00 resulted. The money
was used to buy & new movie projector, filmstrip projector,
electric duplicating machine and five used rowboats for
camp,

Eleven Sea Explorers and two leaders of Fort Myers -
attended the six-day Explorer Rendezvous at the Jackson-
ville Naval Air Station in June,

- Extensive work was done at Camp Flying Eagle before
the opening of the Summer camp season. Among these pro-
Jects were the re-roofing of the dining hall; re-plowing
of our fire lanes; bullding & roed to the Family Cabin;
and grading and rebuilding the Council Ring.

New cemp projects were as follows:

Scouts end leaders of Troop 83, Fort Myers, bullt &
fine obstacle course that will serve for many years;

The Bradenton Kiwenis Club built a rifle range;

The Sarasota Rotary Club provided funds with which. to
build an outdoor camp chapsl on the bank by Hidden Lake.
This, by action of the Executive Board, was named the
"Gordon B. Knowles, Jr., Memorial Chapel®™.. It was con-
secrated as.sGch on Sunday evening, June 26th, by the
Rev. Fred T. Kyle, Bradenton, rector of the late Gordon
Knowles'! church. Members of the Knowles family attended.

The camp swimming pool, begun in May, 1959, by the
Burgstiner Construction Co., was a continuing problem and
source of expense, It had not been built according to
plens &nd svecifications that hed teen approved by the
State Board of Heelth, so, except for the last two weeks
of the 1959 camp when it had bheen used without Board
approval, 1t stood idle. Repeated telephone calls to, and
reetings with, Burgstiner vesulting in no action, the
Council Executive Board authorized completion of the work
by outside contractors. The Board of Health gave its
aprroval just in time for the opening of the 1960 season
on Sunday, June 1l2th. 5
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The season was the most successful in the camp's
history. A five-week season was necessary to accommodate
all of the campers, 394 of whom attended for a total of
475 cemper-weeks, 20 troops came under their own sdult
leadership. Accomplishments, too, im the matter of advance-
ment, etc., were outstanding. . -
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The first steb in & continuing camp ccnservation
program was undertaken, with the thimming out of 500 pines,
These were so0ld for pulp-wood.

The Council's Annual Meeting was held at camp on
Wednesday, July 6th. Elected as tofficers for the new year
beginning September 1lst, were as follows: .

President William G. Price Fort Myers (re-electe:
1st Vice-president James Spencer, Jr. Sarasota _
2nd Vice-president Judge Robert Hensley Eradenton (re-electe:

3rd Vice-president George Sgnders Fort Myers
Treasurer Jack B, O'Neill Sarasota (re-electe:
Commissioner Chester Armstrong Bradenton (re-slecte:

A full-time Camp Ranger was employed for the‘first time,
in the latter part of July. He was John Kellogg,

This being the 50th Anriversary of the Boy Scouts of
America, several special activities in commemoration of the
event took place; a Golden Jubilee camporee was held at
Warm Mineral Springs, on Saturday snd Sunday, July 23-24th,
with 223 Scouts from 21 troops participating. On Saturday,
the 23rd, 19 Cub packs staged Cub Field Days. 493 Cubs
particinated

The Fifth Netional Scout Jemboree was held at Colorado
Springs, Coloresdo, from July 22nd to 28th, inclusive. U3
Scouts of the Sumny Land Council participated - 37 in our
ovm trocp and six additional being sent with other councils,
Mr. Frederick Riegel, Jr., served as Scoutmaster of our
troop. Assistant Scoutmasters were Charles Robertson and
Don Hassler.

Saturday, September 10th, will be a life-time memory
for thousands of Florida West Coast residents. On that day,
the most destructive hurricane in the experience of the
oldest inhabitants struck. Originating off the coast of
Africa near Dgkar, it hed spent nearly two weeks crossing
the Atlantic to the Florida Keys. It leveled Marathon,
skirted around Cepe Sable, and then curved North and North-
east. It came in from the Gulf with winds up to 180-mile-
per-hour in gusts. Everglades City, Naeples, Eonite Springs
end Fort Myers felt the full force of the storm and damage
was terrific. PFortunately, only two lives were lest. The .
"eye" of the storm passed over Fort Myers, with a calm that R
lasted an hour and a quarter,

Further North, the storm®s force was felt with lighter
effect and consequently less damage. Punta Gorda, Engle-
wood, Venice, Sarasota end Bradenton lost trees and had
roofs ripred off,
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Flying Eagle lost somewhere between 200 and 300
trees., One fell across the hood of the Camp Ranger's car,
Cemp building damege, however, was negligible,

The storm "played hob" with the Fell activities
scheduled. Several had to be postponed until after Scouters

- could get their businesses stralightened out and things

back on an even keel. Twice-postponed Senior Paetrol
Lesaders' and Commissioners' training courses were finally -
held at camp the week-end of December 3-4th,

As the year drew to a close, word came that the
Bradenton Kiwanis Club proposed to build & new dining hall
at cemp to replace the 3l-year-old structure provided,
in 1929, by the Bradenton Rotary Club. The Selby Foundation

Sarasota, which had previously contributed §10,000,00
toward the cost of the swimming pool, agreed to give
£3,400.00 for kitchen and dining hall equipment.

Preliminary, unofficial, figures indicated that the
Novemrer 30, 1960 boy-membership would exceed 3,500. If
this were so, 1t would represent a net increase of more

. than 500 boys in a 12-month period.
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VIII
"WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?" « A LOOK 'AHEAD

Florida's phenominal populetion growth in the past
decade makes almost any sort of prediction mere "guess-
work". The Florida Power and Light Company, one of the
State's most progressive and far-seeing enterprises,
completed, in 1946, a generating plant of 18,000 k.w.
cepacity. Located in Sarasota, it was designed to serve
the entire lower West Coast and was thought to be ample
to serve the needs for ten years. Three and & half years
later, however, the capacity was increased by 20,000 k,w..
Now a plant of more than four times its capacity, 165,000
k.w., has just been put into operation near Fort Myers,

The Sunny Land Council d4id not achieve a membership
of one thousand boys until February, 1944 - 34 years after
the first Scout troop was organized. The two-thousand-boy
membership mark was reached in April, 1954 - just ten
years later. The April 30th, 1959 membership was 2,933
boys and there seems little doubt but that the three-
thousandth boy will be registered before the close of the
year. 34 yesrs to sttain the first thousand, ten years
to the second end six yeesrs the third!

The Statisticel Service of the National Council, Boy
Scouts of America, gave to the Sunny Land Council in 1952,
the formert's carefully-worked-out estimates of the latter's
ennusl boy-crop. These estimates, based on the 1950 Federal =z _
Census, took into sccount the national increased birth-rate '
and normal migration of the population.

The writer, at the suggestion of his Executive Board,
made e ‘survey on May 1, 1957 of all schools in the Council's
territery. This disclosed that there were actually in
school, that day, nearly double the number of Cub- Scout-
end Explorer-age boys than the National Council's prediction!
The increase ranged from B4% in Menatee County schools to
05% in Sarasota County schcols.
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Perheps en ‘even more drsmatic ploture of the West
Coest's expaonsion lics in the lnorercse ln pessenger ecr
resistrations since 1950, The latest figures avalleble
ot the aoment are those for 1957, published April 1hith
1956 - & yesr ogo., JIncresses for the elghte-yesr perio&
ere as follows:

Menatee County 108.7%
Les County 128,3%
Cherlotte County 151.9%
Sorssote County  155.0%
Collier County  L47l.8%

Tor the fubure, & recent Kiplinger Institute prediection
is for 33% growth for the Otate for the next five yeers, &
749 populaticn growth within ten yeers. Serosota Countz
is expocted to inareese by 111% in that perlod and Manatee
County by Thme Estimates ere not given for the other
counties of the Councll,

In cn effort to see into the lmmedlote future, & Council
Flannine Coundttee was appolnted in the Sunmer of 1958,

Its chelirmen wes Jemez G, Spencer, Jr., Divislon Menager
of the Florids Power end Light Compesny, Serving with him
were Wilburn Leooherdt, Fort My rs beoker, and Dellas W,
Dart, reachar, The latter was, for mony years, oae of the
U. S¢ State Department's exports on Fer Bastern affslrs,
esneciclly. in the fleld of economlcs. Ile wos the euthor of
the Truman Point Four program of eccrnonlc ald to Aslatie
countries, All three men of the coanlttes wers well-squipped
for thelr job of plotiing the Sunny Lend Council's proboble
growth ond needs,

Tho canmittee's report, submlitted at the November 24, 1958
mesting predicted e boy-membership of et lesst 4,700 by
December 31, 1963, regquirins no less thon 188 units to ade=
quately sccommodate these boys, A professionel steff of
five mea sad en office staff of four would be neelded, and
o budget of §$57,450.00 would be necessary for 1963 operatiors.

Fortunately, our Council caomp will present no problem
for severnl yecrs., Its long-rance plon is geared t0°
thirty-yeer needs, , .

South Florida's "genior c¢itizen®™ economy is alreedy H e
presenting a finenciel problem to the councll, Most retirses
errive with smell pensions, edequate for modesy living dut
with not t0o0 much left over for Community Chest pledges or
Boy Scout cantributlons, 5

Phe retired folks are pest the child~bearing und child=-
rearing stages., Thelr ohlld-interests are centered on
grend=children end Scouting no longer has & direct and
very personal appeal, _ '
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For every thousend increase in senlor citizens, howe
ever, there must be & sucller Increcse in younger persons
Lo serve thelr nceds - from physiclens end groceryzea to
rodlo and TV service men, These hoave children of Scouting
£ge but, frequeatly, not tuo much money,

couth Floride hes no heavy lndustry ent wost rosldents
wont to keep it thet way. Ap & cousequence, we ¢o not have
the lorge payrolls thet go with mills end manufacturing
rlents,

Other limltlng factors ere great dependence on the
tourist und vegeteble crops, The 1957-8 “regession" in
h2e Korth resulted In e nueh saeller tourist season, To
noke matters worse, the Winbter of 1957-0 wos Floridals
coldent in sixty years, It not only wiped out most of the
vilnter end Opring vegeteble and oi trus crops, it drove dack
Lhoie mnny of the tourists who hed the money to spend the
Wlnter here, (TFew Ilorifs hotels have heating plents nde~-
qualte for severe cold, )

Boy Scouting, In the area serve by the Sunny Lend
Council, will meet the dunl chelleages of reridly-expanding
nembership end hizher dbudgets., It will acconplish the
letter through surplementary ond sustelning meabership
fincnce progrems, :

Onc oculd wish thet one might peer into the futurc
thlrty yerrs Lexce, and csteh & glimpse of Scouting es it
will be'done n 1989, In whet sort of e world will 1% be
an lmportent part?

Cno thing only is certaisn: the besic philosophy upen
wilch 1t s bullt will be just as esscntisl then &8 now,

TIZ QD
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i 1929
:‘ 1930
1951
1932

19268
1928-30
1930-6

COUNCIL PRESID LLG‘I'

SUNNY LAND COUNCIL

C, E. Hitohings, Saresota

Julge Willian T, Herrison, Palmetto
Robert B, Whitney, Bradenton
Daniel L. Thorpe, &r., Bradenton
Paul W, Bergman, Sarasota

George B. Gellup, Bradenton
Walter N, dunroe, Sarasote

Jemes A, Franklln, Sr., Fort Myers
C. Rowland Shannon, Bradeaton
George ©. Judd, Forl Myers

Dallas W, Dort, Seresota

W. M. Harmon, Barasota

William G. Price, Fort Myers
SARASOTA COUNCIL

C. E. Hitchings
Guy M. Ragan

"uilli&a . Whiteslide and C. B, Hitohings

L. Hltehings or Ralph C. Caples

ROYAL PALi COUNCIL

¥*e Le Williams

George ¥, Kinzie
Richmond Dean

¥ - Theebove is from the recollectlions of -
former Executive H, O. Kight. H. G. StOLtb,
Fort Myers, in & letter to the writer
" dated May 13, 1942, snys thet he was
Counoil presidant 1927-8. An srticle
of the period anpe&ring 1n the Fort Myers
"News-Presg", gives W, 0, Sperklin es
president in 1927. . '



COUNCIL EABCUTIVES

ROYAL, PALM COUNCIL

Jochn Denton December, 1925 « Jenwry, 1927
H, 0. Kight Jenuary, 1927 - June, 1936

SARAS0TA COUNCIL

Russell Woaifin ‘March, 1928 - Decesber, 1931

SUlNY LAND COUNCIL

Trunsn Horton December, 19525 - Fabruary 28, 1929

Cherles N, %ilson Meroch 1%, 1%¢9 = iey 15, 93

George M. Riley May 15, 1935 - July 16, 1935 (di:giin)
office

Jemos A, Gaskin Auvgust 8, 1935 - Jenuary 15, 1941

Fred L. Treet Jenueary 16 1541 - Mw& INCEY: (,ﬂIHw«)

FIELD BAECUTIVES

John L. Shuott , December 15, 1940-0ctober 2, 1942 {to Navy)
nohort L, Helledey Jenuary 1, 1943-December 31, 1943 {to Army)
Doneven B, Benzle Jenuary aﬂ 194 4=arch 31, 19145 (to busines:
Villiem R. Ennis January 16, 19%-Fobruary 15, 1948 (to
Executive, Columbus, Gsa,
LeRoy H, Starrett Mey 1, 19h8orebruary 28, 1951 (To Pield
E..eoutive, Albvany Ga.
Robert C, Gomon  April 1, 195l-December 31,1953 (to Fiel

E:xecuuive uilsm
Russell G, Hild December 22, 1953 = /it (512b6 ( )
Cherles B, Tonkin  Jenuery 1, 1956-Jduly 15, 1957 (to business)
Robert L. Mosley July 1, 1557 ® October 6, 1960 (to Distrie’

Executive Mismi, Fla.)
John Robert Tye December 5, 1960 - w«? /! leh]

s
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SILVER

BEAVER AWARDS

(Ernest L, Prior, Fort liyers *
(crover C. Persons, Punta Gorda
(Denlel L. Thorpe, Sr., Bredenton »

(Tuige ¥Williem T, Harrison, Pelmetto *

(Richmond Deen, Fort Myers ™*
(George T. Blakely, Palmetto

L. D, Roberts, Bradenton ¥

(%, A. Neal, Arcadia X
(Paul Bergmen, sStrasote

George B. Gallup, Bradenton *
Frank Stewart, Serasota *
Albert L. Yarn, Serasota *
Chesley T. .?erry", Fort Myers

ilxrthur E. Esthus, Sarasota ¥
Fred H. Gould, Credenton *

J. Bryant Fugete, Booca Grande
velter ¥, Muoroe, Sarasota *

(cecrge E. Judd, Fort liyers
(Ao X. ¥illiemson, Punta Corda

Thomes H. Burgess, Fort Myers X
Fref L. Betterton, Fort MNyers
Lr, lLuther B. King, Bradenton -
Mertin 7. O'Weill, Jr., Sarasote
C. Rowlend Shennon, Bradenton x
Charles X. ?iilson; Bradenton *
Welter D, Moody; Fort Myers '

U. S. Cleveland, Punte Gorda

Chester W, Amstrong, Bradenton'

. Jeck B, OWelll, Jarascin
. Relph Lawrence, Sarasote¥

(¢. S. Bridenbeugh, JT., Bradenton

s (Dr, Jomes G. Goodyear, Fort Myers

Judge John D, Justice, Sarasota



SILVER BEAVER AWARTDS

ﬁ-960 e e o o & o o @ (Philip NUBS, .Sarasota *

(Clarence Harvey, Bradenton
(Waymon England, Fort Myers



.TOTAL END=OI'-YEAR BOY-EWMBERSHIP

1926 - 517
1927 - 634
1928 - 519
1929 - 1729
1930 - T4l
1931 - 730
1932 = 517
1933 - 337
1934 - 461
1935 - 451
1936 - 505
1937 - 408
1938 - 672
1539 - 848
1940 - 718
1941 ~ 880

1942 - 936

1943 - 992
1944 - 1,028
1945 - 1,018
1946 - 938
1947 - 1,005
1948 = 1,050
1949 « 1,281
1950 = 1,469
1951 = 1,457
1952 = 1,594
1953 = 1,805
1,954 - 2,121
1955 = 2,311
1956 - 2,557
1957 = 2,592
1958 - 2,853
1959 - 3,109



SUNNY LAND COUNCIL, B. S. A.

BOY ~-MEMBERSHI P
g Actual 1926-1958
Estimated 1959-196L
|
/
| /
/
/
/
/
/!
/
1,000
/
/
,_ /
i /
| /
‘ /
! /
| /
/
3 /
; / 3,000
f /
| /
}
i
{
2,000
§
g E =
r— 1,000
, v R
] | L | | | I l .
1926 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 1955 1958 196!




IRy
J

“HIGH-LIGHTS OF 1961

The year opened on two unpleasant notes: one, the after-
math of an unauthorized trip to" Guatemsla which Troop 37, Fort
Myers, had made in August, 1960, and, second, actions of Jack
Kellogg, Camp Ranger, resulting in his dismissal by the Council's
Personnel Committee. The Scoutmaster and Assistant of Troop 37
were also dismissed and barred from further psrticipation in
Scouting. The firing of Kellogg generated a considerable amount
of dissention among Bradenton and Sarasote troop leaders, who had
duilt up a considerable personal loyalty to him,

The Council's 33rd Annual Recognition Dinner was held at the
Sarasgta Municipal Auditorium, on January 16, with 266 persons in
atteandance. ‘

"8couting in Action" shows were staged in Sarasota and Fort
Myers in the early Spring. The latter was highly successful,
bringing out a total attendance of some 5,000 persons.

The Council's area-wide Good Turn was, sgain, the annual
drive for clothing for the Goodwill Industries.

Under the leadership of Richard Hinze, Executive Board member,
a Trust Fund was established in the Palmer First National Bank,
Sarasota, in May.

On March 7, the Bradenton‘Kiwanis Club broke ground at Camp
Flying Eagle for the fine, $27,000.00 dining hall it was building
for the camp. It was completed in time for camp's opening on
June 11 and formally dedicated on the 27th, when about 60 Kiwanians
attended and had supper with the campers.

- The Selby Foundation, Sarasota, furnished over $4,000.00
worth of equipment for the dining hall and its kitchen.

The summer camp season had the largest attendance in the
camp's history. 28 troops came under their own adult leadership
and a total of 521 camper-weeks was achieved.

A lodge of the Order of the Arrow was chartered in July, with
15 Scouts, five adult leaders and the professional staff as .
charter members, First initiation of members took place the last
two nights of camp, July 13«14, '

A Philmont Expedition, by chartered bus, had 34 older Scouts
and Explorers and three adult leaders in attendance, in Juns and
~early July.

»
.
LR §

Robert Tye, District Executive for Sarasotas County, resigned
as of August 15th and was replsced by Hugh McPherson who reported
on the job as of September lst.

President Willlam G. Price, Fort Myers, completed a most
successful two-year term of office on S8eptember 1, and was succeeded
by Jemes G. Spencer, Jr., Sarasota.



The largest-attended camporee in the Council's history was
held at Warm Mineral  Springs, the week-end of October 13-15. An
estimated 407 Scouts, adult leaders and judges took part. '

On the same week=-end, 66 Explorers and 15 adult leaders went
tc the Homestead Air Force Base for an encampment. A visit was
.paid to Everglades National Park, enroute home.

Biggest problem of the Councilts year was that of finance.
Every possible resource was tapped. When the Council' still .
faced ending the fiscalyear with a- $1,500.00 deficlt, Finance
Chairman George Sanders, Fort Myers, ctame to the rescue again,
8 he had several times in past years, with a contribution of
this amount. Through his generosity, the fiscal year ended
“in the black".

End of the’ previous year (1960) had disclosed a total boy=-
membership of 3,668 - by far the higheet in the Council's history
and an 18% increase during that calendar year. Membership fell
steadily through 1961, however, until the end of August when a
nlow" of 3,368 was reached. An ugﬁurn then began, with a real
spurt on November &nd December., @ year closed with a December
31 membership of 3,815 boys, & net increase of 4.1%. The in-
crease in total units, however, was only nine.



HIGHLIGHTS OF 1962

Council's Annual Recognition Dinner was held in
Bradenton on January 16th with nearly 300 Scouters and
wives in attendance. A great many awards were made,
including three Silver Beavers.

In the early spring, Mrs. Plerre Bontecou gave the :
Council three sharss of International Business Machine stock,
valued at the time, at $555.50 per share.

11
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In April, long-time Board member, George E. Judd, made
a contribution of %10.536.00 to the Council's Trust Fund. fo |

-

$5° 4

In April, nine and one-tenth acres of the Camp Ropaco -
groperty was taken over by the Central South Florida Flood
ontrol District, the Council being reimbursed for the net
amount of $16,311.,05., It should be noted that practically
all of this came from a twenty-five acre section that was
bought at a tax deed sale in about 1946 for $37.501

“- y-‘,.ﬁ'

The Council's usual "S8pring Good Turn™ for Goodwill
Industries was the most successful thus far.

Sarasota District Executive Hugh McPherson resigned e
on March 23rd. He was succeeded on May 15th by David M. ‘
Dickson. '

The Council's Annual Meeting was held in June at the e
North Port Charlotte Community Hall.

Summer camp attendance was somewhat less than in 1961
but the program offered was the best in the camp's history,

Twenty-two older Scouts and three adult leaders made 3
the trip to Philmont, in August, but in order to make the i
trip financially feasible, it was necessary to include eight :
Scouts of other councils.

“The Annual Fall Roundup wae launched September 1lst and
this, too, was the most successful in the Council's history.
Beginning with August 3lst boy-membership of 3,430, the year
closed with 4,201 boys on the rolls. o
‘ . e,
The 4,000th-boy mark was reached in earl¥ December %
with the registration of Thomas Wilkinson in Troop 24, Sarasota.
Young Wilkinson was recognized a8 such by being given a Scout

uniform and a free week at Flying Eagle.-

Among the other activities of 1962 was a highly successful
repeat of the Royal Palm District's ®Scouting In Action™ show.
This netted the Council $1,300.00.

As in past years the major problem was that of finance.
The months of August, September and October were particularly
®rought®.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 1663

Joseph D. Edwards came on the staff as Royal Palm District
Executive on March lst. He took the place of Roy Henderson who
left the District in December, 1962.

Mrs. Larence K. Kennings, who owns the Blue Bird Ranch that
adjoine Camp Flying Eagle on the east, wrote that she and Mr.
Jennings had made provision in their will for the gift of the
acreage in the bend of the rive to the Council upon their death.
(Accompanying this letter was a check for $1,000.00 to help
with the Council's operating expenses!)

On Memorial Day, Scout Clayton "Scotty" Spainhower of Troop
51, Tice, saved 9-year-old Herbert Briggs from drowning. The
National Council's Certificate of Herofsm was presentsd young
Spainhower on November 25th.

Camp Flying Esgle opened its 33rd season on June 1l6th.
Originally scheduled to pperate for five weeka it became necessary
to lengthen the season to 8ix, and the attendance set a new
all-time record --- 524 different Scouts attended for & total
of 540 camper weeks (not counting staff members)., The 32 troops
that came under their own adult leadership alsc set a new record.

A new camp health lodge was to have been completed in the
early spring but was finally ready for use three days before
the season closed. The fine building was made possible by the
donations of & great many individuals, clubs and businesses.

Thirty older Scouts and Explorers, accompanied by three
adult leaders, participated in the quncil'i_annual trip to
Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico, an Oy -

Rank advancements also set a new record in 1963. They
numbered 1,984 as compared with 1,792 the preceding year.

NMembershipwise. the Council did not do ®o well, with a
net loss of 5 units and 181 boys. Losses were due primarily
to an inflated boye-membership at the end of 1962. A great many
units were hastily organized in the Royal Palm District in’
December, 1961. Most of these were active for but.a few months
and did not resume meeting after the school vacation. The
registration procedure, however, did not permit their being
dropped until the spring of 1963. This was only the second
time in 17 years that year-ending membership dropped.

i
l.}.’
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LIGH=LICHTS OF 1964

In the eerly spring, @ boat basin wes dredged &b Cemp Flylng Zegle
by Mr, Fage Youngbleod of Perrish os a donation to the camp. This
filled e long-ewalted need &nd will be appreciated for many years to
come,

The Bradenton r.lwenis Club bullt two slecping cabins erd a latrine
facillty, and &n additionel two sleeping ceblins were XGEEX built by
the Councll by means of & loen from the Selby Foundation.

ig @ joint ventwe, & bodte-storage building was also built =
ap.roxim:tely 0O belrng given by the Bredenton Kiwenis Club end
£700 by Urs, iarie Selby,

. Joe B1ll w®ood, 3re . eaton, doaated, Just before the cemp 3eason
opened, seven aaall tourlst cebins that had been pert of a tourist
villegs in Scrasota. These were moved to the cemp where four were
converted lnto slaff qunrters, one wias made Into & osmw office,
2uoluer Dbecuae tae ctmp director's cottage and the seventh was mede
& worksheop fur the caretaxer,

The S:mmer ceand sason hed a totsl attendence of 535 paid cemnper-
wecks. 4 troops atvended with their own edplt lesdership.

# rull troop of 77 SGeouts and three leeders attended the Sixth
Natloas l Jamboree ot ¥alley Forge, rennsylveale, in July. Tvo
additional vcouts could not be meconodated in our troop, so vere
seot with the Gulf Stresm Council Gelegtion.

7L ocouts anc zxplorers, with three adult leeders, went to
Fhilzont Scout Hanch, 1a Hew Mexico, in Zugust. Three edditional
of cur boys had to g0 thcre with the Teape Coancil group bectuse
of lack of spece oun our bus, -

316 Jcouts, plus 67 edult lewders, tock pert in theannual Ross
Allen zactapuent ot sSilver Spriags, in October.

whe Councli's ilopg-renge coasc: vation progicm got under wey 1n
the lcte Fell with the dredging of & fish-propegrtion pond, Funds
for thils came from 2 donstloa by ilrs. .uerie Seliby, It vas wvumed
the "Tom Wwilscn, or., dMoaoriel Pond" in memory of the late Thomas
Le wilson, Ccoutmastor untll his death in July o Troop 55, Christ
Episco®l Church, Breclenton, Ir. Wileon hed besn instruazental in
securing 8 great oy lmprovements et the camp,. 5

Lir, George L, Judd, former president amd 28-year-member of the
Council's Executive Board, added $10,500. mare to the TTrust Fund he
establisked for the Council in 196¢, tirs, Plerre Bonfecou gsve en
addltioneal four sizres o I. B, il. EbOCK. Those, several memoriel
and cthe gifts brmucht the total velus of the Council's three -
trust funds to §4C,900.

Inhe 39 Lierle awerd<s ms® wnde were, by fer, the greatest number
ever eserned in this Council in one yeesar,

Cub Scout Lenier Methews, Peck 10, Onecc, won the Freedoms
Foundatlion's Nethan Hele Award for submitting the best essay



- 1964

wricten by Cub Scouts of Reglon . 3;1, on the subject of "why 1 Love
America, Cub Scout John Summers, & lso of Pack 10, and Scout Larry
Robbins of Troop 50, Seresota, Were Council winners of Nathan Hele
4ivier ds,

The year ended wlth the highest boy-member ship in the Council'.s
hiscory --- 4,483 boys in 167 units, This wes an inorease of 1ll. 5;
in boy-membersnip end 19.3% in total units over the preceedinz
Deecmber 31lst.

These increases, together with similar increases in re-registered
boysand units end in "Boys! Li*‘e" swsariptions, brought to the
ounry Lend Couacil tne Section § (Florica) tro;hy, and made it

cer-up far the Williem D, Ceapbell trophy o Reglon 5ix,

»
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 1965

Among the outstending attaiﬁments of the year wes most cert-
einly the orgenization of the Collier District, end the selectlion
of en outstending District Committee eand Executive to serve it.

Four of our fine Scouts were awarded certificates of merit
}by the Netionel Council for heving saved life -- two boys were
saved from drowning ard e wemen was pulled frow & burning house.

Summer cemp attendsnce sgain set a mew high mark -- 565 paid
cemper-weeks. 35 of cur Scout troors ettended under thelir cwn
leadership. Cemp inspections by Netionsl officiels resulted in
our scoring 95 points out of & possible 100. OCur two'fieh-
propagation ponds et cemp were stocked with Bresm, snd seversl
other counservation projects were cerried out,

We had 30 Scoups end Explorers plus three adult lesders in
our ennuel expedition to Philmont Scout Bench in New Mexico.

LO Scouts attesined the rank of Esgle -- agein, another
new record.

Our most successful commissioner training course to date wes
put on by Council Commissioner H., Grady Moore, in September.

The Sarssote District steged a Scout Circus and the Royel
Pslm District & Scouting-in-Action Show in the Spring.

December 31st saw the highsst boy-membership in the Council's
history -- 4,697 -- an incresse of 4,8% over 1964. The increase

in the number of Scouting units wes 4.2%.



DETAILS SURROUNDING THE ACQUISITION OF THE
PROPERTY KNOWN AS "CAMP FLYING EAGLE", PRECENTLY -
O ERATED BY THE SUNNY LAND COUNCIL OF THE BOY
SCOUTS OF AMERICA

The Sunny Land Council wes organized et e meeting in th
Osks Hotel, Palmetto, on December 11, 1925, .

Late in 1928 the l40-scre tract, now known es Flylng
Esgle, was found and it wes determined that, since it is
on high ground, heavily timbered and contains a lot of Jungle
erea, it would be an ideal campsite., The Councll was, however,
only three yeers old, It hed never been incorporated and
consisted of but a single county, Manatee, and had & very
small Scout membership, The National Councll of the Boy Scouts
of Americe which issues & cherter, renewsble ennuslly, to
Seout councils, hes a stipulation in its comstitution end
bylaws thet, should a council dissolve, for any reason, its
property will be taken over and administered by the Katlonal
Council unti)l & new council cen be orgenized to teke ite place,

The Executive Board members of the Sunny Lend Council were
gkeptical of this provision and feared that should the Sunny
Land Council, in its wesk stete, have to dissolve the National
Council might take over the property enmd sell it, It decided
therefore, to orgenize & corporation to hold title to this
property. This corporation, known as "The Manetee County Boys
Devel opment Associstion", wes organized and the record shows
in the Record of Corporations, Book D, pages 248 end 249, in
the Menatee County Court House,

The officers of the corporstion were officers and members
of the Executive Boerd of the Sunny Lend Council for the year
of 1929.. Incorporstoars were Judge W. T, Harrison, who was
president of the Scout council, was president of the Manatee
County Boys Development Associetion, Dan S, Blelock, Sr., who
wes council treasurer was named segretary-treasurer of the
corporetion, Other members of the ocouncil board nemed es
incorparators were L, F. Veught, S, E, Simmons, who were counocil
vice-presidents, A, F, Wyman, the council's represeantetive on
the Nationel Council, Barry C. Groff, who was Scout commlssioner
end Soouters R, B, Whitney, O, W, Shelton, D, L. Thorpe,
W, H, Tuoker el J. P. Harlles, Of these, at the moment, only
L. F, Veught, D, L. Thorpe, Sr., Dan S. Blelook, 0, W, chelton.
and Harry Groff survive, so fer as can be learned, 4

The property wes purchased by the Menetee County Develop=
ment Assocletlon on Jenuery 19, 1929, for $2,000,00, It was
purchaséd fram e Mrs, Minnie Harris. A mortgege was glven for
this, or at least a portion of it, end the money for the balance
was to be raised by individusl donst lons, The plan was that '
individuals and businesses would buy individual scres et e
supgested figure of $15.00 per ascre, but eny amount was gratefully
accepted,



The Satisfactlon of Mortgage 1s 'In our file and is deted
December 15, 1931, Thie Satisfeotion of Mortgsge was filed
for reooard on Jenwrry 4, 1932 end eppears in Satisfaction of
Mortgege, Book W, pege éO. in the Manatee County Court House,

A paregraph from the Minutes of the meeting of the
Executlve Board of Jenuery 10, 1930, reads as follows:
"Ao ¥, ngan, for the Flnance Committee, reported receipt of
$1,000,00 from Manatee County, but stated in view of the fact
that note end interest on the cempsite must be paid out of it,
little would be left foar operations, end that it would be
necessary to secure edditlonel funds immedietely.” Continuing
the paragragh, "A disoussion of the susoriptions for ocamp
soreage followed and , on motion, the committee wos suthorized
to proceed with collection of plelges. The president nemed on
this committee W, J, Wrey, George T. Blekeley, D, L. Thorpe.
It was elso woted thet & committee be eppointed to hendle the
matter of puttlng on en enterteinment to ralse edditionel
funds, A, F, Wymen, George B, Gallop and L. F, Vaught were
appointed on this oommittse,"

Minutes of @ speclel meeting of the Executive Borrd held
Merch 3, 1930, recd as follows: "A special meeting of the
Executive Board of the Suanny Lend Councll wes held this date
pursuent to a oall issued by the committee hemiling the- camp
ecrenge proposition., President R, B, Whitney presiding,

S, E, Bimmons, H. C., Groff, A, ¥, Wymen, O, ¥, Shelton, ¥, J.
Virey, Cherles Wilson, Scout Executive., Prospect cards were
distributed to the members, The Flnance Committee wes
euthorized to negotlete & loen of $300.00 for 90 days, cone
tingent upon at least ten members of the Board endorsing the
note, The members present all signed and the Scout Executlive
was directel to secure edditiocnal sigacsures,"

At meeting of Merch 13, (& reguler meeting of the Board),
a peregraph states that George T, Blekeley reported stle of
oemp acreage emd bhe lists four individuals end the Deekle
Furniture Compeny es emch purchasing one acre., Three of them
paid $15.00 each, one had pald $10,00 end one $5.00 = & total
of $60,00, Herry Groff reported at the seme meeting that he
had a number of pledges. ;

At the meeting of March 27 of the Executive Board, it
wes reported that two, E. G, Orimes end D. M. Courtney, had
purchesed camp acresge that totaled $25.00, and thet Mr, -
Simgxﬁnsoreported pleiges of about $60,00 and R, B, Whitney,
of $40,00.

The Board meeting of April 10 of the Executive Board of
the Sunny Land Council had Mr, S, E, Slmmons reporting seven
purciases or pledges of §15,00 each « a total of $105,00, of
whioch $55.00 was in cash, The Scout Txecutive was directed
to turn over to the tressurer oll pledge cards, with the
request that he collect all payments due,




Among the recommendetions of the Scout Exeocutive to the
ixecutive Boerd, deted April 10, 1930, was this: further
developments of Cemp Flying Eegle, particulerly in weterfront
equipment end fire protection. This to be done before the
1350 summer cemp se&son oOpened,

The finanoe report for the first quarter of 1930 shows
under "Miscellaneous" that a note wes paid emounting to $200,00,
Under "Liabilitles Qutstending™ is & note held by First National
Bank of §$300.00, This presumebly wes the $300.00 note, referred
to earlier, that wes signed by ten members of the Executive
Board for Flying Eegle payment on mortgsge.

The meeting of May 8, 1930 hes this paregraph. George T.
Blekeley reported on acreage scles as follows: Lincoln Marine
and the Peerce Drug Company had each pledged $15.00,

At that some meeting of May 8, the Scout Executive reported
that preparations for cemp were being pushed, that working
partles were golng to Flying Eagle every Seturday, that it would
not be necessary to spend much money in preparation, but a
truck ls neeled, some ges lemps, end at least two more sleeping
ocabins should be built,

That it was the intention of the Manstee County Boys
Development Assocletlon to simply hold title to the property
for the Sunny Lend Council is borne out by the fact that the
finanoing wes done entirely through the Executlve Board sand
the Council, Further, the Minutes of the Board meeting of
June 13 reed: "The request of the Girl Scouts far use of Camp
Flylng Eegle for the period of July 13 to July 27 wes granted",
It is very evident thet the Council hed control over the use
of the camp in the yeer 1930, at lesmst, This is still further
borne out by a parsgreph in the Minutes of the meeting of
July 12, 1930, the Executlive Board -of the Sunny Land Counnil,
This reads as follows:; “The Kiwanls Club having requested
the use of Caup Flylng Esgle for the month of August for s
camp for umderprivileged children, this request was granted,"
The Board then names & special committee of the Board to
prepare rules for the use of the campsite for organizations
other than Scoub troops. This committee was composed of
W, He Tucker, A, ¥, Wyman end W, T, Herrison,

Neerly two pages of the Scout Exeoutive's report on the
1930 camp at Flying Eagle, dated July 23, are devoted to work =
thet was done at the cemp in improving facilitles, etc., and
work which wes done by Scouters end the camp steff,

The finenclal report for the yeer 1930 given st the annual
meetling of the Counsil on December 30 of that year, shows an
item under "Capltal Expense®, "ocamp property, total expenditures,
$420.72; special receipts, $434,50%,

T



A pcragraph from the Minutes of the LExeoutlive Boord
meet ing of March 20, 1931; "After e discusslon of ways and
means far relsing funds to meet & note due on the campsite,
the Executive wes direoted to get in touch with A. F, Wyman,
Chalrmen of the Cemping Committee, as soon as possible in
refersnce to putting on a show suggested by J, C. Huey of

Serasotea.

The Minutes of the Board meeting of May 22, 1931 state
thet Mr, Wymen reported that the Rotery Club would sponsor an
entertainment to be put on by the orchestre and students of the
high school on June 5 for benefit of payments on the campsite,
Minutes of the Exesutive Board of June 12 stete that epproxlie.
metely $250.00 had been reised for the gampsite fund by this
Rotery Clud entertaimment.

A the meeting of June 26, Mr, Wymen reported that the
Rotery Club hed contributed $200,00 to the soresge fund end
requested suthority to have & voucher issued for the balanse
af the 1931 payment, This was greanted. :

The Minutes of October 27, 1931, stete thet the finernece
committee reported the Diamond Bell Assoolstion had turned over
to the tressurer of the Scout Council $128.00 to be used in
the oonstruction of a sanitery latrine at Flylng Easgle.

Minutes of the meet ing of November 13, 1931, in & PErf-
groph therefrom, Mr, Wyman snnounced thet the Rotary Club would
sponsar en entertalnment in Februery 1932, the proceeds of
which willl be glven for Camp Flying Esgle. -

This peragreph, from the Scout Executive's report at the
Annusl Meet ing of the Sunny Land Sunocil held on December 15,1931,
“1s of particuler importance beeause of whét it implies, It
reeds as follows: "It should be of interest to the comnunity
in generel to know thet Cemp Flying Lagle wes used this year
by the Girl Scouts, the 4«H Club boys end the Kiwanis Health
Cemp, No charge was made these organizestione for use of the
campsite.," It would eppear that the Council, while not having
title to Camp Flylng Eegle - this being vested in the Manatee
County Boys Development Assoolation, whose offlicers were the
some &8 those of the Sunny Land Council - hed the direct
responsibility of ellowing the camp's use or disellowing such
use by other organizations, ,

This paregraph 1s from the report of the camping committee
nede et this seme Annual Meetling of December 15, 1931: "We
expect to meke the finsl peyment on the camp ground before
Jenuery lst." It mentions two entertainments to be given in
February of the followlng year then goes on to sey: "The
income of both of these entertalnments is to be used in improving
the osmp grounds."



The Minutes of the Executive Board of the Sunny Lend
Counoll of Jsnuery 8, 1932 state: "For the cemping committee,
A, F. Wyman reported that Bireh, magiclan, would put on e
performence on February & for the benefit Camp Flyling Eegle,
The funds to be used for fencing the grounds,” (Incldentally,
the Minutes of the following meeting of Februsry 12 state
that $4.75 wes received from this Birch entertainment, so.
it is doubtful if very much fenolng was donel)

At_s meeting of the Exeoutive Board on September 8, 1933,
George L. King, & Boerd member, was eppointed to look into
the Eosslbuity of the Sunny Lend Council's obtalning title
to the Cemp Flying Eagle property from the Manatee County
Boys Development Assoolation., The latter, es I steted before
wes composed of members of the Exeoutive Boerd of January 1925.

The followling month, in response to his inquiry, Eing
hed & letter from the Netlonal Council stating that it would
never, under any clrocumstances, toke over the property as its
ownj only, should the Sunny Lamd Councll ever dissolve, hold

it in trust until e new council could be orgenized to administer
te

At each Board meeting thersafter, Mr. King wuld ask for
edditional time to talk to the Boys Development Assocletion,
This continued until the September, 1934 session, when three
edditional men were nemed to his committee. Again, more time
was asked and at the November meeting still another man wes
added to the committee, Nothing further was ever heard of
the matter, The committee evidently just feiled to funotion
altogether, ' o

The oemp wes used by the Sunny Lend Councll and et times,
with the Council's permission, by other groups, until the
sunmer of 1939, At some point in the 1939 camp season en -
epldenlec of dysentery broke out et semp, Dr. ¥, H. Wentzel,
ph{sician that ettended most of the oceampers, blamed this upon
polluted river water in which the boys swam and promptly
closed the oamg. This ection stirred up quite a bit of
controversy. The natives poch-poohed the ides, saying that
they had swem In the river all their lives, high-water emd low,
and never got slck, But parents on the other hanmd, wers
understaniéesbly teking no chances, :

The following year, Flylng Eagle was not used, Camp was
held et Myekkas River Stete Perk, enmi, in 1941, cemp was held
at Bear Point, on Lake Cherles near Leke Plaocid,

In the spring of 1942, however, &n analysis of the Manntee
River at Flylng Bagle indicated no Bollution and c¢aup was held
there by permission of the Manatee Upunty Heslth Department,




In the spring of 1543, the Bonrd of Health agaln condemmed
the water anl so Sunny Land Council's cemp was held at

Camp Fleming Arrow, neer Auburndale, in Polk County, rented
for the purpose, '

In the spring of 1944, a man from the United Ststes
Publio Health Service who was on loan to the Floride State
Board of Health, was sent by the letter to Flylmg Eegle,

He made extensive tests of the water from the polnt know .
as Devil's Elbow, east to Rye Brldge., His volumincus report
with his f£inlings is on file In the Councll offfce, He

stated thet it was hls considered opinion there ves no con-
tamination in the river and thet it would be perfeotly safe
for swimming in the foreseeable future, He 4id, however,offer
two recomrendst lons: thet there be no swimming in times of
high water end thet & ceamp swimming pool be provided just es
soon as funds woud permit,

Legally the Suany Loend Council still hed no hold on the
property. It waes decided by the Executive Board that extensive
repairs and lmprovements should be mede, plans de formulated
for use, ysar=-round, of the camp property and that & caretaker
should be employed to look efter the place, These things, however,
should not be dons until the Council was satisfied thet it 4id
have some clalm on the place, Oonsquently, immedietely upon
recefpt of the Health Department's report, machinery wes set
in motion towerd securing o long-term lenSe oo ths Flylng Eagle
property from the Manetee County Boys Development Assocletion,

A 99-year lease was executed on June 25, 1944, A two-room
cottage on & nearby farm wes purchasel and moved to the ecamp,
- About £2,500,00 was spent on repaelirs end additlons to it,
A cereberer was emp loyed and thgs becams his home,

Flylng Regle has been used conbtinously since that time,
both for summer ocamp Seasons and on & year-round basis, with
troops golng there prectical ly every week-end,

So fer ss can be learned, the only surviving members of
the Menastee County HPoys Development Assoclsetion et the moment -
ere Dan S, Blalogk, Sr., the secretery-tressurer, 0.W, shelten,
L. F., Veught, Harry C, Groff end Daniel L. Thorpe, Sr.

Since ebout 1956 approximetely $100,000,00 has been
spent et Camp ¥Flyins Eogle bg verious indlividusls amd o
Foundstions for buildlngs end improvements and more dbulldings
end Improvements are contempleted for the near future &s soon
es funds are avalleble.

The Sunny lLeand Council wos incorporated under the lews
of the State of Floride in the year 1941 end has since that
t ime, &85 & corporstion, been in a position to acqire and
hold title to property. '

The Council is governed by an Executlve Board consistling
et present of 30 members,

July 3rd, 1962



Arcadla, Flsa.,
Jan,.13,1969,

Mr.Fred L.Treat,
121- 31st.St.West
Bradenton, Fla.

Dear MNr.Treat:

You may recall that several years age I furnished you with seme
information about the 01d Troop 504« from Arcadla whlch you
wanted for a book telling the history of the Boy Scout movement
ig this part of the state. At the time I could not locate some
picrures which I had ewned. One of these has come to light and
while I do not see how they could be used at thls late date I
thought it worth a letter to inquire. If you could use it I
will have a copy made together with the names of most of the
persons in the picture. The plcture 1s about the trip te Lemon
Bay. You have & copy of the article which described the event.

Yours very truly,

CE .
9 L,(J_Q/ /%
Paul Kemp, Box 26

Arcadia, Fla. 33821

»
,4
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121 31st Street W
Bradenton, Florida 33505

e

Februery 3, 1970

Library .
Schiff Boy Scout Reservation

Mendham, New Jersey

Gentlemen:

In January or February, of 1961, I submitted to the National
Council as my Fellowship thesis "Fifty Years of Scouting in

Southwest Floride." It was accepted and the degree awarded

in June, 1961, I was told the menuscript would be placed in
the Schiff library. '

Page Two of the "History" mentions that the "first definite
lnmowledge of & troop" in the Sunny Lend Council's territory
came from newspaper clippings sent the writer by Mr. Paul
Kemp, a charter member of Troop 504l, Arcadia, Florida, or-
ganized July 1l, 1911,

I had not heard further from Mr. Kemp in the ten years since
he sent the clippings, until two weeks ago when he wrote that
he had Just come across a photograph of the troop, taken on
its camping trip of Jenuary or lMay, 1912. He very kindly of-
fered to have copies made for the "History", and to identify
the members.,

He hes just done so and a copy 1s enclosed. If you still have
the thesis, I wonder if you will be so good as to place this
between pages two and three,

Thanlt you very much for your help, and the very best of good
wishes to you all, up there.

jU
<
s
£
s

Sincerely yours,

—

Fred L, Treat
Scout Executive, Retired
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Arcadia, Fla.,
Jan, 30,1970,

Mr,.Fred t,Treat,
121 Thirty-first St, West
Bradenton, Fla.

Dear MMr,.Treat:

T thought at first I would not be able te send you the plctures
as I found the photoegrapher whe had made the film had gone out

of business but fortunately he located it and another made the

coples. They are not very good but the best available under the
cilrcumstances,

This picture covers the trip to Growve City on Lemon Bay. I do
not kxnow if you want the boys names or not but here they are as
I remember them,Beginning at the left of the pilcture:

(1) Paul Kemp. (2) Ed Scott, Scoutmaster.(3) Virgll Kellam
(4) Paul Ley (5) Fletcher Smith (6) Ernest Moye (7) Lovndes
Treadwell (8) Unknown (9) Rev.Edw.F.Ley (10) Sam Lawten

(11) Marshall Dancey (12) Oakley Lanier

As te the cost I would not think of charging for them.I hepe
they will be of some beneflt to Scoeut histery.

Sincerely,

(ol M
Paul Kemp, Box 268
Arcadia, Fla. 33821



;, Memorial Hospital.
 Born in Cannonsburg, Pa.,
he came to the  Bradenton -
-area from Pittsburgh, Pa. 38 °

i

" Manatee County

FREDERICK L. TREAT

Frederick L.-Treat, 75, 121 .

3ist St. N., Bradenton, died
Saturday at - Manatee

years ago, He was a retired

* executive director of Sunny

Land Council, Boy Scouts of
America. He was also a
member- of Christ Episcopal
Church; .the Bradenton

-Rotary Club and Braidentown -

| Lodge 99, F&AM.

He leaves his wife, Mary -

" Treat; a daughter, Mrs. Mary

e e NV

: the Christ Episcopal Church f:
¢+ or Sunny Land Council, Boy
“Scouts ' of America, or a

Alice Rhea of Tampa; a son,

i John -C, Treat of New Port .
- Richey, a -brother, Frank B.-

Treat of Minden, La. and a
grandchild,

Friends may call this .
- afternoon and evening at the .
+ Chapel. Expressions of
sympathy may be made to |

Griffith - Cline Bradenton

. favorite - charity.

The funeral service will be :

;‘Monday at 11 a.m. at the

" Christ Episcopal Church with

* in Fogartyville Cemetery.

the Rev. Canon Fred T. Kyle
Jr. officiating. Burial will be

e e e ety
'.Lv‘} L )
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parents as the principal educa- '
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women and tion.

minority groups,
| g

There are few folks living in Bradenton
today who were residents in 1910. On the
calendar it was just sixty-two years ago,
but in the nature of change, it would ap-
pear to be several centuries.

In the Florida of 1910 settlements were
few, and most of these separated by
dense jungle growth, palmettos and wild
animals. There was a little single-track
railroad connecting Bradenton and Sara-
sota, but roads to other settlements were
just about passable. Bradenton’s total
population in that year long gone wads
2,874 — and that included Manatee (now
east Bradenton) a separate community
at the time. Sarasota had but 840 total
population, about the number living in
a couple of their high rise condominiums
today. Few people wished to live in a
state with an unknown future.

However, into this rugged country in

that“year of 19§0, came-an vrganizationsw=+=

that thrived on hardship. It did then, and

does so today. This organization through .

the years was destined to influence the
lives of more young men than any other
organization in the history of the world,
with the exception of the church. An
organization that asks little and gives
so much. It is, of course, the Boy Scouts

of America. We pause to salute them .

on this the second Sunday in Boy Scout
Month. And, while pausing, retrace some
of the early days of Scouting in this
area.

The Boy Scouts did not originate-in
America, but they achieved their high-
est development, numericial strength
and influence here. Sir (afterward
‘Lord’) Robert Baden-Powell founded

this boy's organization in England in.

1908. Mr. W. D. Boyce, a publisher from
Chicago, while touring England, saw this
new organization, became interested in
it, and brought the idea to America.
Thus, on February 8, 1910, the Boy
Scouts of America was incorporated un-
der the laws of the District of Columbia.

The time was right, and the idea spread
almost faster than the organizers could

keep up with it. On June 21 of the same

toed a bill designed to expand

year, thirty-four representatives of var-’

ious boys’ agencies gathered in New
York and started plans for the creation
of a national organization. Six months

later, on January 2, 1911, the National’
Council office was established in New

York city with just seven employees. By
the following year Scouts were enrolled
in every state. But back to Braden-
ton .,

In 1961 Mr. Fred L. Treat completed =

a ten-year labor of love . . . a history
he called “Fifty Years of Scouting in
Southwest Florida”. Mr. Treat had been
a scouting official for many years, and

. came to Bradenton in 1941 as Scout

Executive from the Tampa region. He
served as top Scouter from 1941 until
his retirement in 1966, so Mr. Treat
knew whereof he spoke. He resmes today
in Bradenton.

dren.

" White, the bridgetender on the Palmetto-

Manatee bridge as the scoutmaster. How-

ever, the troop did mnot remam active., .

~very long.

3

‘As ‘a-scout and scouter of some £orlym—r~

years, the writer drove down to the |

Sunny Land Council, now located 'in -

Sarasota off North Trail, to learn of : -

early scouting here. John Dibler, Scout

Executive of Sunny Land, let us read

Mr. .Treat’s wonderful record. It is from

_this we quote. We might add that at

the time Mr. Treat became Scout Ex-
ecutive, the Council included eight coun-

. ties and extended down to Clewiston. To- ;.

day, with the tremendous growth, Sunny

-Land Council supemses just three coun~
+ ties.
Because the National Council troop -

registration did not begin until 1913, it

is difficult to trace Scouting prior to
that date. It seems almost unbelievable, .

but Mr. C. J. Braymer, of Bradenton,
reported that he had been a member of
a scout troop here in 1910, the year scout-
ing arrived in this country The troop ap-
pears to have met in the old frame high
school building that stood on the corner
of 9th Ave., and 14th St., where the tour-
ists’ lawn-bowling courts are now lo-
cated.

It is thought that another troop was
orgamzed in June, 1911, and was located ~
in the village of Manatee, with Mr. L. P.’

The “Arcadian” reported a troop was
organized in Arcadia on July 14, 1911

The scoutmaster, Ed Scott, must have

been a remarkable man, for reporter

- Paul Kemp of that paper. remembered
-him after some 45 years.

Sarasota's first troop was organized
several years after that of Bradenton.
It is thought the first troop in the com-
munity to our south came into existence
about 1913 or 1914. It is recorded that

Clarence E. Hitchings was the first scout-

master, with George Thacker the assist-

ant scoutmaster. Does anyone remember
-Wilber C. Owen? He is considered to
:have been the first Eagle Scout in the

territory included in the Sunny Land
Council. :

When -one considers-the-wild land in =

. this part of Florida in that 1910-1914 per- -
iod one’s admiration increases for those &

early organizers of the Boy Scout troops. - : -

There is much to be said for their fore- . .

sight and hard work.

Camping at that time included a few .

hazards. It was not uncommon for the
Scouts to include rifles and shotguns in
their equipment. And it must have been
a kind Providence that protected the
boys from both the dangers of the jungle

~ and themselves.

Ina pubhc1ty stunt staged during a Boy

* Scout Week in the early Twenties, the W

T SRS - S S L i e

Mayor of Palmetto sent a message of < *

greeting to the Mayor of Sarasota, a dis-
tance of 15 miles. The message was car-
ried by both the Boy Scouts and Western
Union. The Telegraph company used

" their wire equipment, while the Boy

Scouts used “Scout’s pace” . . .(ten
wayking steps alternating with ten run;
ing steps),
Western Union beat the Scouts by just
one minute and thirty seconds.

To the hundreds of scouts, scouters,
former members of the organzation, and
their
says, “Happy Birthday”.

parents, Americana Scrapbook’

bicycle and signal ﬂags""ﬂ“‘

-
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THIS HISTORY IS PRESENTED
TITH APFECTION AND GRATITUDE

BY FR® L. TREAT

to the

SUNNY LAND COUNCIL, BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

JANUARY 16th, 1961



